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Central African Republic 
Efficacy of Constitutional Referendum Discussed 


Opposition « omplains of ‘Haste’ 


1. D2812000294 Paris Radio France internationc in 
French 1230 GMT 27 Dec 94 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt} Our guest 1s Abel Goumba of 
the Central Atrican Republic opposition. Tomorrow elec- 
tors are to vote in a referendum on the draft of a new 
constitution. The supporters of a no vote claim that the 
draft has been specially designed to suit the president, 
Ange-Felix Patasse. and threatens the country with bal- 
kanization by establishing decentralization. The no sup- 
porters are also critical of the difficulty they have tn getting 
into the media. Ane! Goumba of the opposition explained 
to Thierry Perret the reasons for his reservations: 


{Begin recording] [Goumba] What ts particularly strixing 
is the haste with which President Patasse has called on 
the CAR people to vote for this constitution before | 
January 19°5 because. he says. he would like to give the 
CAR people a present. So why the haste? He has violated 
the electoral code by reducing the time for the electoral 
campaign trom 1!5 to 10 days. 


[Perret] So has the campaign started already? 
[Goumba] The campaign 1s now underway. 


[Perret] So beyond what 1s at stake in this reierendum 
and the question of whether it 1s opportune, are you also 
against its content, the proyect itself? 


{Goumba] First of all. as far as the form goes: we do not 
have access to the media. The radio and the television 
are currently monopolized by al! the supporters |word 
indistinct|—that 1s to say, the munisiers and all those he 
has been able to bribe here ard there. The ministers are 
all up-country with state funds, and we are not allowed to 
express our views on the radio. Yesterday we. I, got 
barely five minutes. You see, 1t was because I insisted, | 
phoned. Currently there 1s no joint electoral commis- 
sion. It 1s the minister of the interior, with the prefects 
and subprefects who are supervising the whoie election 
from beginning to end. 


[Perret] Right. So vou claim there 1s a problem for the 
opposition to obtain its political status, but beyond that 
question, are you in agreement with the principle that 
there is a need for the constitution to be tidied up? 


[Goumba] It 1s indeed essential. The constitution should 
have been revised in the first 100 days, because after 30 
years of a single-party system, we needed a really radical 
change of reg'me. But some revisions of this constitution 
worry us. First of all, it is a question of procedure. After 
30 years, we wouid have preferred that there be either a 
constituent assembly or a consultative assembly of the 
constitution. But President Patasse chose to have the 
constitution elaborated by an expert and by the presi- 
dent’s and prime minister's offices. Then this was put to 
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the movers and shakers of the nation [forces vives], but 
who are they? They are made up mainly of the prefects 
who set it up, and a consultative body made up of these 
people as described here, who suggested amendments to 
the project. And now he has challenged several of these 
amendments. [passage omitted] 


He is making the regions into territorial authorities, and 
since we were obliged to leave the consultative body 
[concertation] because, you know, in Africa we are very 
sensitive and we still have a tribal consciousness. [sen- 
tence as heard] We do not have a truly national con- 
sciousness. [passage omitted] 


To give deliberating powers to a region is to run the risk 
of secession. 


[Perret] Well, we can not go over the various areas of 
difference. I want to ask you whether the opposition is 
united over this, or whether there is disagreement? 


[Goumba] No. You know, five parties have left the 
presidential group and have decided to call for a no vote, 
and the Human Rights League is not happy with the 
violations and haste I have just talked about. 


[Perret] Do you consider that there are a lot of people 
against this referendum? Apart from your call for a no 
vote, are you planning other actions in the immediate 
future? 


[{Goumba] We held a joint meeting, and we plan a march 
in the next few days to protest against the conditions 
under which the referendum is being held, which will 
enable fraud to take place on a massive scale. [end 
recording} 


Opposition Calls For Suspension 


AB2812165094 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 1830 
GMT 27 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] In the Central African 
Republic, the people will take part in a referendum 
tomorrow to say whether or not a new constitution 
should be adopted for the country. This referendum is 
organized on the initiative of President Ange-Felix 
Patasse who is increasingly criticized by his country’s 
political class. The Ccni:al African Democratic Rally 
[RDC], the party of former President Andre Kolingba, 
believes that all the conditions have not yet been met to 
hold such an election. [passage omitted] 


It has, therefore, referred the matter to the Bangui 
Disirict Court to secure the suspension of this refer- 
endum. Why this move? Let us listen to the answer given 
by RDC Deputy Secretary General Honore Nzas_ we to 
correspondent Alain Goerges Ngatoua: 


[Begin Ngatoua recording] We call for the suspension of 
this referendum because the conditions for its organiza- 
tion are such that, in principle, it should not even take 
place. We are under a regime which violates the funda- 
mental principles of a law-abiding state. All the laws 
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related to the organization of polls, referenda, or elections 
are trampled. The regime violates the provisions of the 
laws still in force, for example, Decree 92207 regulating 
access to state media by political parties. This law stipu- 
lates that during referendum campaigns. political parties 
should share the same air time on the state media, but this 
law ts also not respected by the government. The same goes 
for the decree setting up a joint electoral commission for 
any electoral exercise in the country. As a result of those 
blatant violations of all the laws related to this referendum, 
the RDC has requested the suspension of this referendum 
before the president of the Bangui District Court. Of 
course, if we fail to secure this suspension, we wil! reserve 
for ourselves the right to call for the cancellation of its 
results. [end recording] [passage omitted] 


Low Voter Turnout Reported 


AB28 12174894 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 28 Dec 94 


[From the “Focus on Africa’ program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The phrase damp squib springs to 
mind to describe the constitutional referendum held today 
in the Central African Republic. Hardly anybody, except 
perhaps President Ange Patasse, likes the new Const!tu- 
tion—if they have even seen a copy of it. The referendum 
was sprung on the electorate, the opposition is dead against 
it, there have been reports that President Patasse himself 
changed [word indistinct] at the last minute to give himscif 
an extra term in office, and it seems the voters themselves 
have been showing little interest. From Bangui, Joseph 
Benamsse telexed this report: 


For the past 10 days, the government has been mobr- 
lizing radio and television and sending ministers into the 
provinces to speak to the people, but it appears that the 
message has not got through. When I visited polling 
stations this morning, only a few voters had turned up, 
and by midday some of the voting centers had closed. 
The turnout has clearly been very low, maybe 10 percent 
in the capital, Bangui, and the situation 1n the provinces 
looks much the same. According to reports aired on the 
national radio, some of the voting centers in the prov- 
inces have not registered any voters at all. 


Sources close to the government blame the opposition 
for this ow turnout, because during the campaign over 
the referendum, !5 opposition parties had been calling 
on people either to vote no or to boycott. Another 
possible reason for the low turnout 1s the government’s 
decision to organize the referendum in a hurry. The 
duration of the campaign was so short that, even by 
voting day, some people had not had a copy of the new 
Constitution. On top of that, government organization 
has been so poor thai markets and shops are operating 
normally, and people have gone to work. This contra- 
venes the electoral code, that says that all professional 
activities should be suspended on voting day. 
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Critically speaking, this low turnout constitutes a victory 
for the opposition. Since the campaign started, the 
opposition has been saying that the new Constitution is 
marked with irregularities. 


Interior Minister on Success 


AB2912174394 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 0730 
GMT 29 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] After the constitutional refer- 
endum held yesterday in the Central African Republic 
[CAR], vote counting has now begun. In principle, 
partial results are expected to be announced by the 
weekend, according to the CAR interior minister, who 
also said that yesterday’s popular voting was a big 
success, although the opposition claims the contrary. 
Well, contacted this morning by Jean-Claude Franck 
Medome, the CAR’s interior minister, Jean-Claude 
Dobanga Mbotsi, rejected the opposition allegations that 
his referendum was organized in a rush. 


[Begin Mbots: recording] In a country like ours where 
the democratic process has just started, there are bound 
to be disgruntled and dishonest persons. The CAR 
people have been aware of the approach of this refer- 
endum since the president of the Republic was inducted 
into office, for the president stated on that occasion and 
1 quote, | will give the Central African people a new 
constitution at the end of 1994. [no closing quotation as 
heard] He reiterated this in many of his addresses. As 
you know, there have so far been no complaints about 
the logistics of the referendum, no complaints at all. 
Evervthing happened very smoothly. Voting equipment 
was dispatched—even to the hinterland—on time, and 
registrations were completed on time. [end recording] 


Chad 


Deby Declares No Political Prisoners in Jails 


ABOI01155395 Ndjamena Radiodiffusion Nationale 
Tchadienne in French 1900 GMT 31 Dec 94 


[Address to the nation by President Idriss Deby on 31 
December; place not given—recorded] 


‘FBiS Translated Excerpt] Chadians, fellow citizens, 
1994 is coming to an end and a new year is to begin. 
With the new year, let us hope that a new page in the 
history of our country is being turned. Indeed, and in 
accordance with the recommendations of the Sovereign 
Naiional Conference, the transition period is coming to 
an end in Aprii 1995, and Chad is to give herseif 
definitive democratic institutions. Chadians will have to 
freely chose the institutional framework that should 
unite them and chose the men who will be in charge of 
leading and representing them. [passage omitted] 


Dear compatriots, the year 1994 was marked—despite 
what was said—by a positive evolution both on political 
and socioeconomic levels. It is true that it was a year in 
which we experienced democracy in our country. Because 
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of that, we experienced some clumsiness and we made 
some mistakes. However, this is experienced by all young 
democracies. These mistakes enabled us to assess our 
weaknesses and define our roots. Despite this fact, demo- 
cratic practices were freely exercised, both by the political 
parties and the political associations. Those who do not 
know and recognize this reality are the victims of the 
maneuvers of our detractors. [passage omitted] 


Today, Chad can take pride in the fact that it is one of 
the rare countries which does not have a single political 
prisoner in their jails. It is also one of the few states that 
is making every possible effort to safeguard human rights 
principles in an atmosphere of insecurity maintained by 
armed groups. We hereby wish that all Chadians, regard- 
less of their political stands, come to strengthen and 
consolidate the democratic option we adopted. The 
insecurity, which has shaken our country on several 
occasions, has now abated, thanks to the drastic mea- 
sures taken and the dedication of the security forces. We 
hereby salute them. [passage omitted] 


We are determined to pay the right price to fight insecu- 
rity because it is through the total control of insecurity 
that the upcoming elections will be a success. 


On the economic level, our country, which did not have 
the necessary assets to face the impact of the devaluation 
of the CFA franc, has got hold of itself and now seems to 
benefit from the situation. The meeting to review the 
program with the Worxld Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund, which was held in November in Ndja- 
mena, went well. Participants expressed satisfaction over 
the improvement of the economic situation in Chad, but 
what would have been more satisfactory would have 
been to see the financial backers fairly play the game. 
Dear compatriots, the devaluation of the CFA franc is 
really the turning point that brought about in each one of 
us a change in our behavior. Economic growth is possible 
if we change our consuming habits by giving priority to 
national products. Our foreign partners will appreciate 
our own mobilization abilities and will help us accord- 
ingly. The devaluation of the CFA franc has had terrible 
consequences on all Chadians and especially the 
workers. The multiple strikes experienced in the country 
continuously throughout the first semester of !1994—and 
we should also add the organized fraud—did not allow 
the government to control the negative aspects of the 
devaluation as it should have done. 


Fortunately, the social pact signed in June 1994 gave the 
government the necessary time to implement its pro- 
gram. This an opportunity for us to salute the courage 
and the understanding showed by the trade union leaders 
and the workers in general to agree to sign this national 
pact. We hereby ask them to observe the same under- 
standing until the end of the transition period because 
strikes and other social troubles will certainly not give us 
the necessary serenity to reach the election period. 
[passage omitted] 


Dear compatriots, the prosperity of a nation comes with 
hard work and sacrifices from her sons. Dignity is acquired 
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by people who try to solve and face their own difficult 
problems. The multiparty system and the creation of 
various political parties brought about by the democratic 
process added to religious and ethnic differences should 
not constitute a breach in the national edifice. We are 
hereby warning all political party leaders, leaders of asso- 
Ciations, and religious groups whose statements sow the 
seeds of division and constitute an insult to the Chadian 
family. We are telling them that some of their statements 
are contrary to their mission and dangerous for national 
stability. We also call on the social and political partners, 
along with traditional and religious authorities, and all the 
citizens in general, to exercise restraint and vigilence in the 
year that is beginning. 


In the wake of the new year, we express our best wishes 
of success to the Chadian people. Long live Chad! 


Foreign Ministry Regrets French Election Remark 


ABO101'71095 Ndjamena Radiodiffusion Nationale 
Tchadienne in French 1900 GMT 31 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] It was in a press communique 
issued this morning that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
answered the concern of the French authorities regarding 
difficulties facing the process of democratic transition in 
our country. In this press communique, the Foreign 
Ministry regretted the statement described as inoppor- 
tune and source of confusion made by the Quai d’Orsay 
spokesman. This statement is unlikely to create a serene 
atmosphere for the continuation of the process that will 
lead to elections. 


While taking note of France’s preparedness to give Chad 
the necessary support for the preparation and holding of 
free and democratic elections in Chad, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs reaffirmed the readiness of the govern- 
ment and the head of state who have never hidden their 
concern to see to it that free, democratic, and trans- 
parent elections are organized. The head of state, the 
press communique explained, reaffirmed this in Sarh on 
1 December by saying that he would gracefully bow 
before the verdict of the polls. 


Furthermore, the communique added, the government 
has never refused dialogue or to search for compromise 
to surmount the obstacles in the organization of these 
elections. This was demonstrated in the case of the draft 
constitution an’ the composition of the independent 
National Electoral Commission. The same will go for the 
continuation of the democratic process, the Foreign 
Ministry press communique explained. In conclusion, let 
us add that Chadian Foreign Affairs Minister Ahmat 
Abderamane Haggar this morning received the charge 
d’affaires of the French Embassy in Chad to express in 
person the Chadian Government's surprise at the Quai 
d’Orsay spokesman’s statement. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


4 CENTRAL AFRICA 


Correspondent Reports on New Electoral Code 


LD0201211395 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1830 GMT 2 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] In Chad, the transitional parlia- 
ment, the Higher Transitional Council, has just adopted 
the new electoral code with a view to the forthcoming 
multiparty general elections. Thierry Perret reports: 


{Perret} Let us talk about a few of the clauses in tiis new 
electoral code. For instance, the minimum age of candi- 
dates in the presidential elections is set at 35. Candidates 
will have to have Chadian nationality, both through their 
father and their mother. 


According to the code, the presidential elections will take 
place before the legislative elections, and those Chadians 
living abroad will be allowed to take part in them. These 
last two clauses may be rejected by the opposition. They 
differ from the options mentioned in the transitional 
charter, which was introduced as a provisional constitu- 
tion—especially the fact that people will be able to cast 
their vote abroad; it was considered at the time that this 
might lead to fraud. 


That said, we see that the system which is to lead to the 
first free elcctions in Chad is gradually being set up. 
However, the slowness of this process led to an exchange 
of rather bitter words between the French foreign min- 
ister and the Chadian Government since France 
expressed its concern about the difficulties Chad is 
experiencing as it is heading for these elections. They are 
still scheduled for this year despite delays, but the date is 
not known. 


League Says Government Arrests Army Figures 


AB2812160094 Paris AFP in English 1521 GMT 
28 Dec 94 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ndjamena, Dec 28 (AFP)—The 
Chadian government has carried out a “wave of arrests” 
of members of the armed forces, causing “unease” in the 
forces, the Chadian Human Rights League said 
Wednesday [28 December]. 


The league in a statement sent to AFP said those arrested 
belonged to or were sympathetic to the opposition to the 
government. 


Chadian President Idriss Deby. on December |, declared 
a general amnesty for political prisoners, but the soldiers 
were not released, the league said. 


The statement did not say when the soldiers had been 
arrested, in what numbers or of what rank. Tension has 
long existed between northerners and southerners in the 
army. Idriss is a northerner. 


League President on Arrests 


LD2812235894 Paris Radio France International in 
French 2130 GMT 28 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] In Chad there have been several 
waves of arrests among the ranks of the security forces. 
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This has resulted in a climate of unease in the army. This 
is, in any case, what the Chadian Human Rights League 
says. Its president, Enoch Djondang, explained to Domi- 
nique de Courcelles: 


[Begin recording] [Djondang] There has been a wave of 
arrests linked with the war with the (?7Kodos) in the south 
of the country, and there are those which more or less 
followed the flight or the disappearance of the former 
commander of the armed forces, Colonel Garfa, so in 
fact there were two waves of arrests. 


{Courcelles] How many people does this affect? 


[Djondang] Quite a number of people. Some were 
arrested in the south of the country, some in the center, 
and some in the north. They are al! members of the 
military—officers or ordinary soldiers. 


[Courcelles] What are the reasons behind these arrests? 


[Djondang] Let us say that belonging to the same ethnic 
group as a dissident means that you may perhaps also be 
one of his accomplices. Actions have to be taken within 
the framework of the norms, there must be quite precise 
charges, and this must be done in such a way that the 
people charged answer for their alleged actions before a 
competent court to see whether they are indeed the 
victims of this ethnic (?confusion) or if they are genu- 
inely involved in acts which undermine state security. 


All this is creating unease within the ranks of the armed 
forces. They want to be spared any further jolts. There 
are disappearances and deaths taking place in circum- 
stances which have not been cleared up, and it is not 
acceptable. [end recording] 


Around 1,500 former CSNPD [Committee of National 
Revival for Peace and Democracy] rebels were inte- 
grated yesterday in a Chadian national army training 
center. The agreement reached between the Chadian 
Government and the rebel movement last August had 
made provision for the guerrillas to be gradually inte- 
erated into the armed forces. 


Minister Denies Soldiers Arrested 


LD2912145494 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1230 GMT 29 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] In Chad the Chadian Human 
Rights League has just claimed that there have been 
waves of arrests in the army, in other words soldiers are 
reported currently to be behind bars, in spite of the 
recent amnesty measure. The Ndjamena authorities, for 
their part, deny these reports. We have the reaction of 
Education Minister Alabo, who 1s responsible in the 
interim for the defense portfolio: 


[Begin Alabo recording] First of all, I would like to 
express my amazement and the government's surprise at 
the president of the league's remarks in speaking of many 
arrests in the aimy, and at the same time I would like to 
describe these remarks as absolute lunacy. At the same 
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lime. we would like to ask the league's officials to give us 
the names of soldiers arrested in the way they claim. We 
would also like to specify that civilians and members of 
the military in prison have indeed been released under 
the general amnesty declared by the president. and | 
would also like to tell you that on 10 December 1994 the 
government adopted a draft bill introducing an amnesty, 
in other words. conlirming the decision by the president. 
and this draft bill was passed on to the provistonal 
parliament. [end recording] 


LTDH Prescribes Measures for Free Elections 


ABOIOT203098 Ndjamena Radiodittusion Nationale 
Tchadienne in brench 1900 GMT 31 Dec YA 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Chadian Human Rights 
League [L TDH] this morning published a memorandum 
im which it explained ts views regarding the electoral 
process in the country. First, the LTDH expressed its 
concern that the people are not prepared enough to 
assume their civic duties. It demanded civic education 
rallies to be organized before the next elections. 


Regarding the electoral census. the LTDH demanded 
that the Central Census Bureau be asked to contribute in 
the next electoral census operations. Regarding the divi- 
sion of the country into constituencies. the LTDH pro- 
posed that the 1990 quotas be maintained. Touching on 
the issue of security during the clections. the LTDH 
suggested the supervision of the electoral operations by 
international torces and expressed the desire for the 
operations to be supervised by neutral observers invited 
not only by the government but also by the Higher 
Transitional Council. the political parties. organization 
of civil societies. and the college of religious leaders. 


Regarding the order of the elections. the LT DH chose 
the order established by the Soverengn National Confer- 
ence. Furthermore. the LTDH demanded the signing of 
a decree appomnting independent personalities within the 
Independent Electoral Commission with the guarantee 
that independent organizations [werds indistinct] of the 
civil society. [words indistinct] and religious bodies. In 
conclusion. the LTDH urged all the various components 
of the Chadian nation to place the process on a path that 
is likely to save the country. 


League Comments on Human Rights Violations 


1BON1T2218494 Ndjamena Radioditiuston Nationale 
Tchadienne in brench 1900 GMT 27 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text) The Chadian Human Rights 
League [LTDH] has just published a press communique 
in which it has expressed its concern over the human 
rights situation in Chad. In its situational repori. whe 
league considered that violence persisted and that extra: 
judiciary arbitrary arrests were sull very current m the 
country. The LTDH questioned the meaning of the 
general amnesty proclaimed at the beginning of the 
month. 
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Concerning precisely the general amnesty. the LTDH 
claimed that no law has vet been promulgated to this 
effect and expressed its concern about the adverse effects 
this delay could have. 


In addition. the LTDH mentioned violations of freedom 
of meeting and az ociation. It cited a ban imposed on 
opposition political party meetings by the mnisivr of 
interior. The LTDH was of the view that this measure 
constituted a blatant violation of tle parties’ charter and 
reflected a desire to give a serious twist to the move to 
ensure a transparent and legitimate electoral process. 


Ex-Conference ( hairman To Run for Presidency 


LDO601131895 Paris Radio France International in 
krench 0630 GMT 6 Jan 9S 


{[FBIS T anslated Excerpt] Chad: A candidate for the 
forthcoming presidential elections has already come for- 
ward. He is Maurice Hel-Bongo. former chairman of the 
National Conference. He announced his candidature 
yesterday. Dicudonne Djonabavye reports: 


{[Djonabaye} Mr. Adoum Maurice Hel-Bongo presents 
himself as an independent candidate in order. he says. to 
be free of the constraints of the political parties. On the 
other hand. the former chairman of the Sovereign National 
Conference says that he 1s being supported in his candida- 
ture by committees formed spontancously in most of the 
prefectures of Chad. Speaking about the order of the 
clections. over which the government and the opposition 
are divided. Adoum Maurice Hel-Bongo has taken the 
opposite point of view to the opposition. He gives prefer- 
ence to the presidential elections over the legislative ones. 
because. according to him, Chadians desire change and 
they have waited too long. [passage omitted] 


Police Arrest Striking Students ia Ndjamena 


180301212998 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 1830 
GMT 3 Jan 9S 


[FBIS Translated Text] University of Ndjamena stu- 
dents on strike to demand the payment of outstanding 
grants this morning set vehicles on campus ablazc. thus 
prompting an intervention by the law enforcement 
agents who made some arrests. The students. who had 
earlier threatened violence on Christmas Eve. poured 
petrol on three vehicles. including one belonging to a 
French technical assistant and parked on campus. betore 
setting them on fire. The law enforcement agents. who 
arrived a few minutes after the vehicles had been 
destroved. arrested students on campus while in the 
neighboring districts persons who happened to come the 
way of the policemen were also picked up in spite of their 
protests. The total number of arrests made was not 
known by late morning. 
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Zaire 


Kengo wa Dondo Discusses Challenges 
BROSO1154995 Brussels L’ECHO in French 4 Jan 95 p 2 


[Report on interview with Prime Minister Kenco wa 
Dondo by Didier Grogna in Kinshasa: date not given: 
“Zaire is not on holiday” ] 


[FBIS Translated Text] It is sometimes difficult to deci- 
pher the information coming out of Kinshasa. State- 
ments by the radical opposition which speak of a recent 
meeting with the political forces of the “conclave”— 
meaning the presidential party—may therefore meet 
with some surprise. 


The opposition describes the meeting as marking the 
start of negotiations which should culminate in recogni- 
tion of the legitimacy of Ettenne Tshisekedi as prime 
minister. 


It is clearly too soon to assess the precise effects of this 
meeting. 


But, in Kinshasa, manipulations are nothing new. as we 
saw during our visit to the city. 


But they are having little effect on the prime minister 
who ts determined to get on with the job come what may. 


If the situation becomes too complicated then he will go. 
He has given himself until March to obtain initial results 
and has confronted each sector with its responsibilities. 
And whether you like it or not, many people are coming 
to acknowledge a normalizing of the situation. 


For Kengo. the efforts must be continued: “The situation 
is gradually improving. If you walk around the markets. 
you see that there are no shortages. The problem now ts 
to break the cycle of “yperinflation in order to boost 
purchasing power.” 


By contrast, he does recognize the difficulty of control- 
ling the Army. Without seeking to accuse any particular 
authority, he concludes that the measures taken by the 
government are not always applied with the necessary 
rigor. In general terms. Kengo accepts that it 1s not easy 
to control men who receive no pay and whose superiors 
have lost their motivation. 


Money, the Crux of the War 


But “it 1s not the prime minister's job to be out in the 
field. When a decision 1s made at government level. each 
minister should ensure its implementation. For example. 
the government charged the Transport and Defense 
Ministries and Chief of Staff Eluki with repairing Ndjih 
airport and the Beach [previous word in English]. They 
reported that this has been done.” explains the prime 
minister. stressing that he cannot constantly personally 
check that the measures have been taken. 


Money is obviously the crux of the problem. This is 
equally important with respect to the civil servants. 
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“About 25 percent of the budget goes to the Army and 20 
percent to the civil service. | cannot do more than that.” 
claims Kengo. who repeats his intention to cut staff. 


“L recently explained the situation to the general secre- 
taries of the various departments, including the Army. 
We must review the position of all civil servants and 
soldiers recruited between 1990 and 1994. Those who 
have reached retirement age. absentees. fictitious per- 
sons, those who hold several positions simultaneously, 
etc. should be sent home. receiving compensation when 
they are entitled to it. The 1989 organizational chart has 
not been changed. It therefore still applies. Since then, all 
recruitment has been out of charity.” 


Social Problems 


In affirming this, Kengo knows that he runs the risk of 
provoking serious social problems. Persons affected by 
the envisaged measures may well swell the numbers 
active in the informal sector. 


“The government 1s fully aware of this. We are negoti- 
aling with the UNDP (United Nations Development 
Program) to help us manage government personnel and 
in quantifying the informal sector. We want to incorpo- 
rate this into the formal sector in order to widen the tax 
base and thus increase budgetary means and resources.” 
declares the prime minister who also stresses the impor- 
tance of the regions. 


“Restructuring will cres: \* oblems but the policy | am 
seeking to apply 1s design. «o reduce staff levels at the 
central level of the pub’ « .tor. To use an image. you 
could say that the central .wihority has a large head and 
the regional authority small legs. Everybody has come to 
Kinshasa but there are hardly any civil servants in the 
country. The little legs are no longer able to support the 
big head.” 


“The central authority must be trimmed of all the excess 
officials who should be sent back to the countryside. So 
they reed not necessarily lose their jobs. They must be 
employed by the regions as we are moving toward 
decentralization and federalism. Ht they increase thetr 
civil servants, they will have to bear the consequences 
without always turning to the state.” 


Outside Support 


For Kengo “restructuring does not mean incurring bit- 
terness.” But nor does running a government “mean 
secking popularity.” “Anybody who seeks popularity 
and who promises to keep on all the civil servants and 
soldiers 1s a demagogue as there 1s nothing left in the 
economy. The budget | submitted amounts to $280 
million for a GDP of $38 billion and a tax burden of 7.5 
percent. What can you do with that? You cannot expect 
the butter, the money for the butter. and the farmer's 
wife.” concludes the prime minister. 


He beheves that mgorous management may succeed in 
restoring confidence among foreign partners. He notes 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-95-004 
6 January 1995 


with satisfaction that the IMF has granted Zaire a further 
six months during which to prove its commitment to 
restructuring. 


“The partners are giving us time. We must be sure not to 
waste it. But if nobody invests, what is the point of 
continuing,” he admits, stressing the importance of 
outside support. 


“Zaire has 45 million poor. Can they become rich 
without any aid? No. The partners want to help us, we 
must not disappoint them,” he adds, aware that his 
country is now playing a vital card. It is indeed hard to 
imagine the partners participating in the reconstruction 
of Zaire if the government does not implement major 
restructuring projects. And if these “friends” really want 
to support the government's policy, it is only normal for 
Kengo to be appealing to them. “I am trying to work in 
the interests of my country,” he says. 


Realism 


Kengo therefore refuses to listen to the complaints of 
members of the Transitional Parliament. They feel they 
are not being paid enough. In fact they receive around 
900,000 zaires a month, which is more than the average 
wage. “The lowest ranking civil servant receives 18,000 
zaires, a general secretary receives $1,.000—about 3 
million—a deputy minister $2,000, a minister $3,000, 
the deputy prime minister $4,000, and the prime min- 
ister $5,000,” explains Kengo who also reports how he 
refused to buy ministerial cars and abolished represen- 
tation expenses. 


In fact, politicians are just as interested in mone. as 
soldiers. 


There are rumors that the legal 48 hours requested by the 
advisers to examine the draft budget were used by some 
in order to “buy off certain members of parliament. 


Bemba, Kengo’s avowed enemy, is suspected of having 
paid between $100 and $200 to members of parliament 
to obstruct the prime minister. 


In particular, Bemba accused Kengo, in the late eighties, 
of conducting a fiscal terrorism campaign. After having 
benefited from privileges and avoided customs duties or 
imcome tax, Zaire’s boss among bosses has never agreed 
to cede a part of his wealth to the state. Yet. as Kengo 
explains, the tax burden has never been high in Zaire, 
with a top rate of just 18 percent. 


Attacks 


Bemba’s attacks are not the only ones the prime minister 
must face. “I have been accused of all the wrongs in the 
world,” he says. But, he explains, “I have no particular 
business activity, | pay my own travel expenses, | worked 
during colonization before being able to continue my 
studies, the state has never paid for any of my needs.” 
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He also recalls how the Misappropriated Funds Com- 
mittee contrived to have him listed among the country’s 
“pillagers.” “The list was drawn up on the basis of 
persons who had purchased foreign currency at the 
Central Bank in order to finance their travel. That was 
all it took to be included on the list of people who had 
pillaged the country.” 


The most pernicious of the attacks is no doubt that 
which concerns Kengo’s roots. 


“This accusation is the only one they could find as they 
have nothing against me. I owe nothing to Mobutu. My 
maternal grandmother was Rwandan but my grandfather 
was Zairian. | undertook all my studies here. | received 
2 grant from Belgium to the C. ngolese Government to 
pursue my advanced studies abroad. | was employed in 
the colonial civil service in 1958. | was a magistrate, 
public prosecutor, ambassador to Belgium, prime min- 
ister. Nobody ever said that | was not Zairian. Now it ts 
a problem. Because they are afraid that one day | will be 
the Zairian head of state. But | have no personal ambi- 
tions.” 


“Also, I recall that, to hold a position in Zairian institu- 
tions, the nationality law states that either the father or the 
mother must be Zairian. At the Nziional Conference. there 
was an attempt to impose paternal and maternal Zairian 
origins because they did not want Zaire to be in untrust- 
worthy hands. I spoke out against these insulting and 
xenophobic rem_rks. People must be judged on their 
actions. The wealth of a country lies in its brain power. | 
believe tha* the way in which one serves his country ts the 
important point. To accuse me of incompetence and to 
actually establish this would be fair play, but to complain 
that | am not Zairian is proof of weakness. | was elected by 
the High Council of the Republic/Transitional Parliament 
by 79 percent of the votes. President Mobutu and his party 
do rot represent such a share.” 


Tshisekedi has weakened the opposition 


Kengo in fact believes that the whole debate regarding 
his election should not have taken place. “We chose 
Tshisekedi as party leader. We were to meet to allocate 
the portfolios. He never came. But when it became 
known that there would be several candidates. fear of 
Kengo led to the UDI [Union of Independent Demo- 
crats] being excluded from the Sacred Union. | honored 
the undertakings, but people wanted to exclude me in 
order to weaken me. That is why | chose to stand. Now, 
iM any event, except in the newspapers financed by the 
diamond industry, Tshiseked! no longer enjoys the 
acclaim he once did. He has weakened his own position. 
A leader should unite and not divide. Our strength at the 
National Sovereign Council was our unity. This strength 
has been broken by Tshisekedi.” 


Kengo appears relatively calm in the lighi of all the 
atiacks made on him. But why continue with such an 
unequal struggle? “Because not to do so would be a 
victory for evil.” 
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Eritrea 


President Isaias Delivers New Year’s Message 


EA0101202595 Asmara Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrinya 1600 GMT I Jan 95 


[Speech by President Afwerki Isaias on the occasion of 
New Year's Day; place not given—live or recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Dear Eritrean people: I want to 
congratulate every Eritrean at home and abroad on the 
occasion of the 1995 new year. Of the last three years of 
independence, 1994 was the year of hope and happiness, 
because its winter was wet. which enabled us to cultivate 
our land and harvest our crops. It was during 1994 that we 
mapped out our economic development program, 
strengthened and enhanced our all-around relations at the 
regional and global levels, and improved the economic 
situation of our country. It was a year during which we 
successfully completed the first round of military service 
and the students’ winter work program. 


Although 1994 was a year of successes, we must realize 
that we have not done everything we should have done. 
Those items left incomplete in-lude the revision of the 
restructuring and practical iniplementation of govern- 
mental institutions, preparation of the civil code, salary 
reviews, and other related issues, such as the redrawing 
of administrative (?borders), and the follow-up and 
control of government revenue. [passage omitted] 


There is a plan for 1945 to construct roads in areas where 
there are no transport services and to effect water and 
soil conservation. Most of these plans will be imple- 
mented by regional administrations. There are also plans 
to improve the social, health, and educational sectors. 
[passage omitted] 


I hope 1995 will be a year of success for all of us. 


Talks With Sudan End in Failure 


EA3112185294 Asmara Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrigna 1600 GMT 31 Dec 94 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Eritrea delegation returned 
home yesterday afternoon [30 December] after attending 
talks with the Sudanese Government delegation, initi- 
ated by the Yemeni Government. 


Mr. Abdullah Jabir, the head of the Eritrean delegation, 
in his press statement to the ERITREAN NEWS 
AGENCY, said the talks failed because the Sudanese 
Government was not ready to change its destructive 
policies. Mr. Abdullah said the Eritrean Government 
had urged the Sudanese Government to take serious, 
stern, and practical steps against the puppet forces it had 
created, who are against the unity, peace, and sover- 
eignty of Eritrea. However, the Sudanese Government 
delegation, instead of showing interest in tackling and 
solving the issue, preferred to mislead and beat about the 
bush. As a result, the talks were stopped. Mr. Abdullah 
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added that the adherance of the Sudanese Government 
to such a stance showed clearly the Sudanese Govern- 
ment’s desire to spread its ideas and influence in this 
region. This kind of policy is totally against the principle 
of noninterference in the internal affairs of other coun- 
tries; it will not only disrupt the peace and stability of 
Eritrea but also of the whole region. 


Finally, Mr. Abdullah thanked the earnest efforts made 
by [Yemeni] President ‘Ali “Abdallah Salih. 


Ethiopia 


Gas, Oil Exploration Studies Begin in North 


EA0201100095 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia 
International Service in English 1630 GMT 2 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] A preliminary study is well 
under way to launch natural gas exploration in the Abay 
Basin and Serdo and Tendaho areas of Afar Region 
where oil-bearing rocks and (?seepages) have been dis- 
covered. The petroleum exploration department head, 
Mr. Abiy Hunegnaw, said that the government had 
allocated 407,000 birr [about $65,000] for sampie col- 
lection and mapping the areas. Besides the government, 
Mr. Abiy said, a United States oil company, which has 
won a bid for exploration rights, is preparing to prospect 
in the Afar Region. 


He said similar studies are afoot in Wereilu locality 
where oil-bearing sediments have been discovered. He 
said that an international oil company, ILP, is bidding to 
prospect for oil in Gar \bella Region, where samples of 
oil-bearing rocks similar to that of the Sudanese oilfield 
has been ¢C tected. 


Kenya 


Police Move Displaced Kikuyus From Stadium 
ABO0501143095 Paris AFP in English 0957 GMT 5 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nairobi, Jan 5 (AFP)—Police 
moved nto a sports stadium in central Kenya forcibly to 
relocate some 700 victims of tribal clashes who had been 
camping there since Christmas after being evicted from a 
camp in the Rift Valley, newspapers reported Thursday 
{5 January]. Neighbouring residents said they were 
woken by screams and the blowing of whistles in the 
early hours of Wednesday, the Daily Nation reported. 


Both the Daily Nation and the Standard quoted the 
Kikuyu refugees—victims of clashes with Masais—as 
saying the police beat up some of those who refused to 
board the vehicles provided. 


The relocation left “scores injured” and four children 
missing, the Standard reported. 


Police woke the refugees at the stadium at 2:15 a.m., the 
Daily Nation said, with the last vehicle leaving at 5:18 
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a.m. (0218 GMT), as dawn was breaking. The Standard 
said refugees’ possessions had been left at the stadium or 
taken away in trucks. 


Police flattened the makeshift huts the refugees had built 
at the stadium in Kiambu, the newspapers said. Several 
hundred other refugees were relocated from two other 
districts. Some refugees fled the round-up and took 
shelter in a church hall. 


Others were trucked to what was described as their 
ancestral lands, though one man said he had left the area 
where he and his family were dropped off—without food 
or shelter—as a child. 


Another refugee, who was dropped off not far from the 
capital, said: “They cheated us they would take us to 
Naivasha, Nairobi and to our respective chiefs.” 


The Kikuyus, who generally support the opposition, had 
been in the Maela camp in the the west-central Rift 
Valley since armed Masais, who mainly support the 
ruling Kenyan African National Union party, chased 
them out of the southwestern Narok disirict in 1993. 


The clashes which erupted in October of that year led to 
the displacement of an estimated 7,000 Kikuyus from 
Narok. The eviction of the Kikuyus from the Maela 
camp to the Kiambu stadium brought blunt criticism 
from the US embassy, which condemned it as “‘disrup- 
tive” and a breach of human rights. 


President Daniel arap Moi blasted officials of the UN 
Development Programme (UNDP) on December 29, 
accusing them of spreading incorrect reports about the 
eviction. 


The president said such organisations should channel 
their reports through the government to ensure they did 
not interfere in Kenya’s internal affairs, saying the 
UNDP had sent protest letters to local officials alleging 
irregularities in the resettlement exercise which con- 
tained half-truths. 


The UNDP, involved in a project to resettle the dis- 
placed persons, had accused the government of not being 
serious about the resettlement programme, which by 
Christmas had seen fewer than 200 families given small- 
holdings of up to two hectares (one to five acres) each in 
the western Nakuru district. 


Railroad Technical Staff Strike Over Pay 


EA0401104695 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 0400 GMT 4 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Kenya Railways Workers’ 
Union has appealed to the unionizable technical staff 
based in Mombasa who went on strike yesterday to 
resume work immediately while their grievances 
regarding a salary adjustment are being worked out. The 
secretary general of the union, Mr. Charles Kitoto, said 
in a press statement to KBC last night that it was unfair 
for the workers to go on strike before informing the 
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union, noting that the railways management needed time 
to work out a smooth transition from the old salary 
structure to the new one announced recently. He said 
only the union, through the central joint council, can 
effectively handle any anomalies that may arise out of 
the implementation process. 


[Nairobi DAILY NATION in English on 4 January ina 
related report on the back page adds: “About 2,000 
technical staff of Kenya Railways Corporation in Mom- 
basa yesterday went on strike demanding a salary incre- 
ment of between 30 and 45 percent.”} 


Somalia 


Nine Dead After Fighting Resumes in Bermuda 
AB0601091095 Paris AFP in Lnglish 0905 GMT 6 Jan 95 


[By Ali Musa Abdi] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Mogadishu, Jan 6 (AFP)— 
Warring sub-clans resumed street battles in south Mog- 
adishu early Friday [6 January] despite a ceasefire, with 
witnesses reporting six militiamen and three civilians 
killed. 


The fighting in the Bermuda district between the Abgal 
and Murusade factions of the powerful Hawiye clan 
broke out at 4:30 a.m. (0130 GMT) after a day with only 
sporadic shooting in the evening following the coming 
into effect of the ceasefire at 6:00 a.m. Thursday. It was 
not immediately clear what sparked the battles. 


The district was calm after dawn Friday, and represen- 
tatives of the two sub-clans said a joint ceasefire com- 
mittee would meet to discuss the fighting and its root 
causes. 


That parley was not however expected to bring together 
the two principals—seif-styled president Ali Mahdi 
Mohamed, an Abgal who controls north Mogadishu, and 
Murusade leader Mohamed Qanyere Afrah, who broke 
with Ali Mahdi last year and switched allegiance to 
General Mohamed Farah Aidid, who controls most of 
south Mogadishu. 


The ceasefire agreement was signed Wednesday by 
elders. 


North Mogadishu radio claimed Friday that the ceasefire 
agreement included the implementation of the harsh 
Moslem Sharia law in Bermuda, but reporters were 
unable to confirm that in the district itself. Ali Mahdi 
introduced Sharia law in north Mogadishu last year, but 
it is not in effect in Aidid’s territory. 


The fighting between the two sub-clans in the Bermuda 
and Medina districts of south Mogadishu has continued 
sporadically since early December, with the toll esti- 
mated at close to 200 dead and some 700 wounded, most 
of them non-combatants hit by strav fire. 
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UN officials said Friday that if the fighting continued it 
could hamper the withdrawal of the remaining 9,000 UN 
troops and several hundred civilians who are leaving 
Somalia to its fate after the failure of Ali Mahdi and 
Aidid to agree on a government of national unity in a 
country which has been without a government since the 
ouster of dictator Mohamed Siad Barre in January 1991. 


He died Monday in Nigeria of a heart attack, and was 
due to be buried Friday in his hometown in southwestern 
Somalia. 


Bermuda and Medina were both quiet during the hours 
of daylight Thursday, with some pedestrians venturing 
out into the battle-scarred streets for the first time in a 
month. A few looters could be seen searching abandoned 
buildings, but elders from both sides monitored the 
truce, equipped with walkie-talkies, and militias began 
to abandon their strong-points. 


Hospitals and militia sources said a renewed round of 
fighting which started last weekend caused at least 75 
deaths and wounded 307. 


The two sides fought with mortars, rocket-propelled 
grenades, heavy machine-guns and 14.5mm cannons as 
well as rifles, devastating both neighbourhoods and 
forcing thousands of residents to flee to the countryside, 
despite shortages of food, shelter and medical supplies 
there. [passage omitted] 


Representatives of the sub-clans on Wednesday attrib- 
uted the deadly battles to “political misunderstandings” 
between Afrah and Ali Mahdi. The fighting, not far from 
the UN compound, the port and the airport, sparked 
fears of major battles as the remaining UN troops and 
civilians withdraw from Somalia. 


They are due to abandon the sprawling UN compound 
on January 15, leaving behind military guards and some 
technicians dismantling equipment, to retrench to the 
airport and port. They will also abandon their check- 
points on the “Green Line” dividing north and south 
Mogadishu. [passage omitted] 


Tanzania 


Nairobi Summit on Rwanda Set for 7 Jan 


EA0501165495 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in English 1600 GMT 4 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] A regional summit to work out 
strategies to solve the Rwandan refugee problem will be 
held in Nairobi, Kenya, on Saturday [7 January]. The 
acting director of information and research in the foreign 
ministry, Ndugu (Seti Kamuhanda), said in Dar es 
Salaam that the summit follows the consultations 
between President Ali Hassan Mwinyi and President 
Mobutu Sese Seko of Zaire last month on the idea of 
setting up safe zones in Rwanda for returning refugees. 
The heads of states of Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda, Zaire, 
Rwanda, Burundi, Zambia and several observers, 
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including representatives of the UNHCR, Canada, USA 
and OAU are expected to attend. 


The setting up of a transitional safe zone in Rwanda will 
be top on the summii’s agenda. Ndugu (Kamuhanda) 
said the regional summmit will be preceded by two 
meetings of senior officials and foreign ministers from 
the seven countries on Thursday and Friday [5 and 6 
January}. 


Msuya, UN Envoy Discuss Rwandan Refugees 


£:A0501212395 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 1700 GMT 5 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The prime minister and first vice 
president, Honorable Cleopa Msuya, said that although 
Tanzania was ready to implement international requests 
and serve Rwandan refugees who were in the country, 
the UN had to help Tanzania to face the problems 
caused by the refugees in Kagera region [northwest 
Tanzania]. Honorable Msuya told the special envoy of 
the UN secretary general, Ambassador Shahryar Khan, 
that Rwandan refugees had badly affected the environ- 
ment and the availability of essential services for the 
citizens of the Kagera region. He said that these refugees 
cut down forests at random for firewood and construc- 
tion timber. They had also caused reductions in health 
and water services as well as shop goods in the region. 


Ambassador Khan paid a call on Honorable Msuya at his 
office in Dar es Salaam to brief him on the UN pian to 
solve the crisis of the Rwandan refugees. He said that the 
UN had received the recommendations on setting up 
safe zones inside Rwanda for that country’s refugees who 
were presently in neighboring countries. 


Negative Aspects of Rwandan Refugees Viewed 


EA0501211895 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 17/0 GMT S Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] We bring you the talk after 
the news. Next Saturday [7 January] there will be a 
meeting of seven heads of state from east, certral, and 
southern Africa in Nairobi, Kenya, to seek ways and 
means of ending the crisis in Rwanda once and for all. 
The presidents of Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, 
Burundi, Zaire, and Zambia are expected to meet that 
day to seek means anc lay down strategies which should 
enable about 2,000,000 Rwandans who fled their 
country due to the civil war to return home. [passage 
omitted] 


Here in our country, there are over 600,000 refugees 
from Rwanda and Burundi in the Kagera and Kigoma 
regions. It is also said that between 200 and 300 refugees 
are enter'ng the country daily from Rwanda and 
Burund: [he region worst affected is Kagera, where 
there are over 500,000 Rwandan refugees [passage 
omitted]. 


These refugees have adversely affected services and the 
environment. They have cleared thousands and thou- 
sands of hectares of woodlands looking for wood for 
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construction and as firewood for cooking. They thus 
threaten to turn these areas into deserts. Because their 
stay is temporary, these refugees are doing nothing on 
which they can rely, and the result is that they seek to 
satisfy their requirements lawfully as well as unlawfully 
outside their camps. Thus, our citizens’ cattle and milk 
are stolen, resulting in hostility between them and the 
refugees. Worse still, the refugees have attacked Tanza- 
nians and robbed them of their property. It is obvious 
that this situation cannot be left to continue and it is not 
right to expect the Tanzanians to continue to volunteer 
to be guardians of the refugees on behalf of the UN in 
their own land forever. 


Unfortunately, the state of the refugees who are in 
Tanzania is the same as in Zaire, where there are about 
one million Rwandan refugees. There, too, they have 
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adversely affected the environment, the property, and 
living conditions of the Zaireans. [passage omitted] 


We hope that the leaders who will meet in Nairobi will 
see the importance and accept their idea as the only 
solution to the refugee crisis. This arrangement of 
moving the refugees to safety zones inside their country 
does not mean that Tanzania is exhausted or that it will 
never again receive refugees—no, not at all. Tanzania, in 
its entire history has always been in the forefront of 
receiving and consoling refugees from all parts of the 
world. Tanzania will continue to show generosity, good- 
ness, and humanity toward these people and will never 
hesitate in this matter. Tanzanians also believe in 
assisting the refugees to return quickly to their normal 
lives and also believe that this new arrangement will be 
the acceptable solution of this problem. We strongly 
support this arrangement and hope that even the refu- 
gees themselves will support it as well. 
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Housing Minister Slovo Dies of Cancer 


MB0601051895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0458 
GMT 6 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Jan 6 SAPA— 
Minister of Housing Joe Slovo died of bone marrow 
cancer in his sleep on Friday morning, President Nelson 
Mandela announced in a statement. 


Mr Slovo, a National Executive Committee member of 
the ANC and chairman of the South African Communist 
Party was awarded the ANC’s highest honour the Sith- 
walandwe/Seaparankwe decoration at the organisation's 
49th conference in Bloemfontein. He became the first 
white person to be elected to the national executive of 
the ANC in 1985, and took over as ANC military wing 
Umkhonto we Sizwe [Spear of the Nation] chief of staff 
with responsibility for administering and co-ordinating 
the army. 


President Mandela said the nation mourned the passing 
of a great African patriot. “Slovo dedicated his life to the 
struggle for justice, democracy and freedom in our 
country’. On behalf of the people of South Africa and 
the government of national unity, President Mandela 
extended condolences to Mr Slovo’s wife Helena, daugh- 
ters Shaun, Jillian, Robyn and all family members. Mr 
Slovo is credited with conceptualising the government of 
national unity through his “sunset clause” document, 
allowing for a form of power sharing with the govern- 
ment during the 1992 democracy talks impasse. 


Mandela Considering Replacement 


MB0601094995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0916 
GMT 6 Jan 95 


[Report by Patrick Bulger] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Jan 6 SAPA— 
President Nelson Mandela could announce an acting 
housing minister as early as Friday afternoon following 
the death of Housing Minister Joe Slovo. Mr Slovo died 
early on Friday morning after a long illness. 


Mr Mandela was holding consultations with Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki and other members of the cab- 
inet on a temporary replacement, Mr Mandela’s 
spokesman, Joel Netshitenzhe, said. “It is urgent that an 
acting minister be appointed,” Mr Netshitenzhe. The 
president could make announcements about a period of 
mourning and funeral arrangements when he announces 
the name of the acting minister. A state funeral may also 
be announced. 


Government and African National Congress sources said 
Mr Slovo’s successor would have to a person with 
“political clout”. “Mr Slovo’s appointment was guided 
by political sensitivity, strategic appreciation and imple- 
mentation capacity. One option would be to choose a 
successor along the same lines,” ANC MP Pravin Gord- 
han, a member of the parliamentary Standing Com- 
mittee on Housing, said. Mr Gordhan, a former 
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constitutional negotiating partner of Mr Slovo, said Mr 
Slovo had been able to create a broad national consensus 
on housing among all the role players, including the 
financial and construction sectors. 


An ANC source conceded that Mr Slovo had followed a 
pragmatic approach to housing as opposed to the more 
populist approach advocated by some provincial MECs 
{member of the Executive Council]. 


However, in ANC circles it was considered unlikely that 
the populists’ approach to housing would be accommo- 
dated by the appointment of one of its proponents to the 
post. “Serious people would not want the position to 
become a political football,” a source said. The need for 
a political heavyweight meant one of the incumbent 
cabinet ministers would get the job in what would 
amount to a cabinet reshuffle. 


Two names mentioned have been Transport Minister 
Mac Maharaj and Water Affairs and Forestry Minister 
Kader Asmal. Mr Maharaj is a senior ANC strategist 
whose role in the negotiations was second perhaps only 
to Mr Slovo’s. He was made transport minister in spite 
of this being a new field to him. He could just as easily be 
slotted into housing. 


The government source felt Mr Mandela was likely to 
appoint a woman to the cabinet to take over a portfolio 
occupied by the man who will become the new housing 
minister. Another option would be to bring in an out- 
sider, perhaps the National Housing Forum’s Eric 
Molobi. An ANC source described this as the ““Lieben- 
berg route”, because Finance Minister Chris Liebenberg 
was a former banker who was brought into the cabinet 
without political affiliations. However, an outsider can- 
didate would not fulfill the criterion of political 
seniority. Finally, there were calls at the ANC conference 
in December for a deputy minister to be appointed. 


Nkondo New Housing Minister 


MB0601154495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1442 
GMT 6 Jan 95 


[Report by Patrick Bulger] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria Jan 6 SAPA— 
President Nelson Mandela moved quickly to fill the 
vacuum left by the death of his long-time friend, 
Housing Minister Joe Slovo, by appointing Deputy Wel- 
fare Minister Sankie Nkondo to the key housing post on 
Friday [6 January]. 


A grieving Mr Mandela made the announcement at a 
media conference at the Union Buildings in Pretoria less 
than 24 hours after visiting Mr Slovo for the last time at 
his Johannesburg home on Thursday night. 


Mr Slovo died of bone marrow cancer shortly before 3 
AM [0100 GMT] on Friday. 


Mr Mandela short-circuited the process of choosing a 
successor to Mr Slovo by not appointing an acting 
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minister. Nor did he choose any of his cabinet heavy- 
weights for the crucial housing portfolio. 


He said that “in view of the importance of the tasks that 
Comrade Slovo had to undertake in government, and in 
view of the urgency to implement the programmes he 
had set in motion” he had decided to make an imme- 
diate appointment. 


Ms Nkondo, who failed in her bid to be elected to the 
position of ANC deputy secretary gencral at the ANC’s 
December conference, was born in Sophiatown (now 
Triomf), Johannesburg, on March 25 195! and was 
educated at the University of the North. 


She graduated with an arts degree in 1976 and went into 
exile. She was the ANC’s chief representative in Ger- 
many and Austria until returning to South Africa as 
deputy head of the ANC’s Department of International 
Affairs in October 1993. 


She has had an anthology of poetry entitled “Flames of 
Fury” as well as other poems published. 


ANC MP Geraldine Fraser-Moleketi will take up Ms 
Nkondo’s welfare post. Ms Fraser-Moleketi played a 
prominent role in the constitutional negotiations pro- 
cess. 


Mbeki Says Boesak’s Appointment Delayed 


MBO0501153995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1523 
GMT 5 Jan 95 


[Report by Patrick Bulger] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria January 5 SAPA—Dr 
Allan Boesak will not become South Africa’s ambassador 
to the United Nations in Geneva until allegations of 
financial irregularities within his Foundation for Peace 
and Justice [FPJ] have been “satisfactorily resolved”, a 
statement from the office of Deputy President Thabo 
Mbeki said on Thursday [5 January]. 


The decision followed a top-level crisis meeting in Pre- 
toria between Dr Boesak, Mr Mbeki and Foreign Affairs 
Minister Alfred Nzo. 


The statement said the meeting was held “to discuss 
issues that have been raised publicly concerning the 
Foundation for Peace and Justice”. 


It said: “At the meeting, Dr Boesak reported on the 
allegations that have been made concerning the finances 
of FPJ and insisted he was not aware of any fraudulent 
activity in this regard. 


“However. he gave an assurance that as head of FPJ he 
accepts full moral responsibility for the affairs of the 
foundation. 


“The meeting agreed that it was important that indepen- 
dent audits of the FPJ be carried out as soon as possible. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 13 


“They agreed that Dr Boesak would not take up his post 
as ambassador to the UN in Geneva until these issues 
had been satisfactorily resolved. 


“The foreign minister will report to the president as soon 
as the reports of the auditors of Danchurch Aid and such 
other intended additional reports become availabie”’. 


Strikers Plan To Hold Ministers Hostage 


MBOS01140495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1303 
GMT S Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria Jan 5 SAPA—A strike 
by public servants will on Friday [6 January] enter a new 
phase entailing the taking hostage of a cabinet minister, 
South African Health and Public Service Workers’ 
Union [SAHPSWU] national organiser Success Matait- 
sane said in Pretoria on Thursday. 


Several hundred SAHPSWU strikers brought traffic to a 
brief standstill when they demonstrated at four govern- 
ment buildings in the city centre. 


The union kept an agreement with the city council to 
demonstrate for only an hour but ignored a stipulation 
that the four groups be limited to 40 people each. 


Police escorted the chanting strikers from Church Square 
to the four buildings housing the Commission of Admin- 
istration and the Departments of Finance. Home Affairs 
and Trade and Industry. 


The largest demonstration was at the Transvaal House 
offices of the Commission for Administration where 
ab jut 300 strikers sang and danced for about 40 minutes 
before returning to Church Square. 


Asked about the large numbers. Mr Mataitsane said: 
“We are exercising for Friday's big march to the Union 
Buildings.” 


SAHPSWU has permission to march to President 
Nelson Mandela's office to present a memorandum of 
pay grievances. Union leaders expect 15.000 members to 
take part. 


SAHPSWU began striking on Tuesday to press for a 
minimum monthly wage of R1,500 [rands] and a 15 per 
cent pay rise. 


Before the strikers dispersed from Church Square, 
SAHPSWU General Secretary Silas Baloyi told them: 
“Should the government refuse to respond to our mem- 
orandum... We can overturn and destroy.” 


He said Friday's march would be the beginning of the 
second phase of the strike, entailing the taking hostage of 
government leaders. 


Mr Mataitsane said the first hostage would be a cabinet 
minister. 


“At this point we are still determining the whereabouts 
of these ministers after the holidays.” 
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He said Mr Mandela was not one of the union’s targets 
because taking him hostage “could be construed as 
treason”. 


Azanian People’s Organisation official Themba Nealo 
called on the police to refrain from “suppressing” the 
strikers because they had a right to demonstrate in terms 
of the bill of rights. 


“This is not SAP (South African Police) country, it is the 
black man’s country,” he told the crowd. 


Mr Nealo claimed SAHPSWU members had brought the 
Orange Free State government to a standstill on 
Thursday and provincial leaders had signalled their wish 
to discuss the union’s wage demands. 


“We are also going to bring Pretoria to a standstill should 
the government refuse to accede to our demands,” he 
said. 


Union Hits ‘Dirty Tricks’ To Oust Civil Servants 


MB0601070495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2332 
GMT 5 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Jan 5 SAPA— 
Ousting experienced civil servants by using dirty tricks 
would be to the detriment of the country and create 
mistrust among employees, the Federation of South 
African Labour Unions [Fedsal] said on Thursday. 


The federation, which claims to represent about 280,000 
workers, was reacting to Wednesday's announcement by 
Health Minister Dr Nkosazana Zuma that top manage- 
ment in the Department of National Health would have 
to reapply for their posts. Fedsal criticised the move, 
saying it was “extremely unfair” because the new posi- 
tions were essentially the same as existing posts. “Get- 
ting rid of experienced civil servants, using dirty tricks, 
will only be to the detriment of the country and create 
mistrust among employees,” the statement said. It added 
the morale of many public servants would be under- 
mined. 


Fedsal said the government had yet to clarify the posi- 
tion of those employees who failed to secure a new 
position. “Our great concern is that a bad example 
regarding labour relations at senior level is being set by 
the government and one inevitably wonders how things 
will be handled at the rank-and-file levels where the vast 
majority of our members in the public service are.” 


Striking N. Transvaal Hospital Workers Fired 


MB0501190795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1851 
GMT 5 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pietersburg Jan 5 SAPA—More 
than 250 Northern Transvaal Health Department 
strikers have been fired, provincial spokesman Jack 
Mokobi said on Thursday [5 January]. He said they had 
virtually dismissed themselves by failing to meet dead- 
lines to return to work. 
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The strike was organised by the South African Health 
and Public Service Workers’ Union [SAHPSWU]. Mr 
Mokobi said SAHPSWU had no support in the province 
and did not represent the fired strikers. 


The strikers were employed at hospitals in Mankweng, 
Groothoek, Kgapane, Elim, Nkensani, and Maphutha 
Malatjie. More than 100 employees at Maphutha 
Malatjie Hospital lost their jobs. 


A spot survey throughout the province indicated 
attempts by SAHPSWU to arrange mass protests against 
the dismissals received little support. 


Workers ‘Rampage’ at West Rand Gold Mine 


MB0501141295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1346 
GMT 5 Jan 95 


[Report by Micel Schnehage] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Jan 5 SAPA— 
The situation at the Deelkraal gold mine on the West 
Rand was being closely monitored by police on Thursday 
{5 January] after violence flared at the mine’s hostel 
complex on Wednesday night. 


An administrative employee was killed and another was 
injured when about 500 mineworkers went on the ram- 
page on Wednesday night, management said in a state- 
ment. 


North-West Province police spokesman Lt Louis Jacobs 
said the sprawling mine premises was being monitored 
from the air by police and security guards. Lt Jacobs said 
the workers apparently objected to the presence of 
administrative staff in the hostels. 


The workers earlier in the evening attended a report- 
back meeting of the National Union of Mineworkers 
[NUM] following talks between the union and mine 
management. The NUM and management apparently 
failed to reach agreement on the future of administrative 
staff in the hostels. 


The workers, informed of this, returnec to the hostels 
where they gathered in groups and apparently decided to 
attack the administrative building. Security guards 
received word of the gathering at about 7? 30 PM [1930 
GMT]. 


Lt Jacobs said the workers then proceeded to the admin- 
istrative building where a group of men “broke every- 
thing in their way”. Security guards then fied teargas 
and the men returned to their hostels 


The body of the administrative employee was afterwards 
found in a walkway between the hostel complex and a 
mineshaft. It appeared as if he had been stavbed to 
death. 


Another administrative worker suffered a broken arm 
while others injured in the fracas were taken to the Leslie 
Williams Hospital in Carletonville. 
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Mine management said in a statement on Thursday 
morning it was opposed to violence and would do tts best 
to prevent a recurrence of Wednesday's “tragic events”. 


Liebenberg Calls For Control of Chime Figures 


MBOS01155495 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1500 GMT 5 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The police say they have been 
requested by Finance Minister Chris Liebenberg to exer- 
cise stricter control over the publication of crime statis- 
tics to avoid investments in the country from being 
adversely affected. 


Police spokesman Ray Harrald says regional police com- 
missioners are urged to ensure that statistics are handled 
circumspectly and first cleared with police headquarters. 
Colonel Harrald says the police remained committed to 
a policy of transparency and the intention is not to 
withhold information from the public. The police, he 
said, simply wanted to make sure that the statistics were 
accurate and reliable. 


Army Confiscates Firearms in KwaZulu 


MB0401144095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1424 
GMT 4 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Durban Jan 4 SAPA—-About 
2,500 firearms, including 390 AK-47 assault rifles. were 
confiscated during military operations in KwaZulu/ 
Natal last year, the SA [South African] National Defence 
Force said on Wednesday [4 January]. 


The army also seized 376 rifles of different types, 1.351 
home made rifles, 252 revolvers, 73 pistols, 39 grenades 
and a variety of other explosives. 


APLA Urges Members To Surrender Weapons 


MB0601103995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0953 
GMT 6 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Jan 6 SAPA— 
The high command of the PAC’s [Pan-Africanist Con- 
gress} Azanian People’s Liberation Army [APLA], 
moving to promote formation of the new national 
defence force, on Friday urged its cadres to surrender 
arms of war to military authorities. 


“APLA faces unique problems in joining this army, but 
nonetheless reaffirms its commitment to the integration 
process,” APLA commander Brigadier Dan Mofokeng 
said in a statement. “In the spirit of this commitment, 
we call upon all APLA personnel, both integrated and yet 
to be integrated, to give information to regional APLA 
commands regarding arms of war 1n their possession or 
about which they may be knowledgeable. 


“Agreements have been reached by APLA and the 
SANDF [South African National Defense Force] under 
which these weapons can be handed over to the SANDF 
through APLA regional command structures.” 
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ANC Members Campaign for North-West Official 


MBO0S01194795 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network in 
English 1800 GMT 5 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The North-West provincial 
government could be the target of mass action if it fails 
to reinstate former MEC [member of the executive 
council] for Agriculture and Environmental Affairs 
Rocky Malebane-Metsing soon. Supporters of Mr. Male- 
bane-Metsing launched a campaign for his reinstatement 
today and rejected suggestions that he be given an 
ambassadorship to Luanda instead. 


[Begin recording] [Unidentified correspondent] Mr. 
Malebane-Metsing was fired from the North-West pro- 
vincial cabinet by Premier Popo Molefe in November 
last year on the grounds that he’d undermined him and 
had failed to promote reconciliation and nation- 
building. Later that month, the ANC’s National Execu- 
tive Committee resolved that Mr. Malebane-Metsing be 
reinstated. but this hasn't happened yet. 


A spokesman for Mr. Molefe said the North-West gov- 
ernment was still awaiting a full report by an MEC task 
group on the reconciliation process in the province, but 
in an exclusive interview with TV news today, Mr. 
Malebane-Metsing said that, as far as he was concerne«’ 
he had done everything that President Nelson Mandela 
and the MEC had asked him to do. 


[ Malebane-Metsing] I released a statement, an unequ'v- 
ocal statement which pledged support to him and, sec- 
ondly, to the government of national unity in South 
Africa, and unfortunately Comrade Popo has not moved 
to facilitate understanding and reconciliation in the 
province. 


[Correspondent] The Reinstate Rocky Campaign was 
launched today by ANC members who said that Mr. 
Malebane Metsing’s dismissal had shocked the people of 
the province and had sharply divided the ANC. 


{Campaign secretary David Mogashoa] The patience of 
our people has been stretched to the limit, and they are 
steadily losing confidence in the ability of our leadership 
to resolve this issue, as evidenced by their raising of this 
matter at every public meeting that we have had. 


[Correspondent] The campaign includes protests and 
will culminate in a rally in Mmabatho on the 23d of this 
month. [end recording] 


HNP Gains Ground in Southern, Eastern Cape 
A1B0501072595 Pretoria DIE AFRIKANER in 
Afrikaans 2-8 Dec 9S p 12 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The HNP [Herstigte Nasio- 
nale Party; Reformed National Party] has conducted a 
campaign in the Eastern and Southern Cape to give the 
party greater exposure in that part of the world. The 
project has been very successful. 
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Tremendous breakthroughs are reported to have been 
made in the Queenstown area. In addition to the 
branches that already exist, new branches have been 
established at Molteno and Jamestown. 


A strong branch has been established at Jeffrey’s Bay. 
What is of particular interest here is the number of 
Conservative Party [CP] supporters who have joined the 
HNP. Some of their executive members are even serving 
in the HNP executive. 


Wouter Rust, who toured the region, is excited about the 
HNP’s prospects. He said it is very pleasing to see large 
numbers of CP members joining HNP ranks. They have 
stated unambiguously that the country’s future lies with 
the HNP and not their former party. [passage omitted] 


Mandela To Restore Transkei Bomvana Kingdom 


MB0501061795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2303 
GMT 4 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Elliotdale, Eastern Cape Jan 4 
SAPA—President Nelson Mandela on Wednesday con- 
firmed that preparations to restore the kingdom of the 
Bomvana tribe in the former homeland of Transkei were 
at an advanced stage, a SAPA correspondent reported. 


Addressing a large crowd in Elliotdale in the Eastern 
Cape on the last day of his holiday in the region, Mr 
Mandela said the restoration of the kingdom was being 
handled by two Xhosa kings, Xolilizwe Sigcawu and 
Maxoba Sandile, and Mr Mandela himself. Mr Mandela 
said he would like to see the heir to the Bomvana thrune, 
Chief Thandabantu Ntabozuko Gwebindlala, installed 
as the king before his departure for the United States in 
September to obtain his MSC degree. 


Mr Mandela told the crowd his government was still 
committed to pre-election promises but warned prob- 
lems could not be solved overnight because of financial 
constraints. 


Earlier, Bomvana Chief Teneff Nobangile Gwebindlala 
highlighted problems facing her tribe and said she was 
happy her kingdom would be restored. The Bomvana 
were previously ruled by the Tembu tribe under the late 
Chief Sabata Dalindyebo until 1954 when they were 
incorporated against their will into the Gcaleka tribe 
under King Xoililizwe Sigcawu. It has been their desire 
to rule themselves ever since. 


Botha on Possible ‘Significant’ Platinum Find 


MB0401171195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1646 
GMT 4 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria Jan 4 SAPA—South 
Africa, already by far the world’s biggest producer of 
platinum group metals, could be on the brink of further 
expanding known reserves of platinum and palladium. 


Mineral and Energy Affairs Minister Pik Botha said in a 
statement on Wednesday [4 January] platinum and 
palladium found in samples taken north of Pretoria 
could be significant. 
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He cautioned that the full implications of the discovery 
would only be known when exploratory drilling and 
follow-up research had been undertaken. 


“But the possibility exists we are on the brink of a 
significant development of the world’s known platinum 
reserves,” he said. 


He said the find was made during a routine geochemical 
survey over an area of 1,000 square kilometres in the 
upper part of the Bushveld Complex. 


The complex is a geological feature occupying more than 
50,009 square kilometres of the North-West, Northern 
Transvaal, Eastern Transvaal and PWV [Pretoria, Wit- 
watersrand, Vereeniging] (Gauteng) Provinces. 


Two known reefs in the complex are the Merensky and 
the UG2 chromitite seam. Mr Botha said the most recent 
find could lead to discoveries of platinum and palladium 
similar to those found in the Merensky Reef. 


The sampling and analyses were made in a joint venture 
research project by sciei)! isis of South Africa’s Council 
for Geoscience and the }/uman Institute for Geochem- 
istry of the People’s Republic of China. 


Black Businesses Bid for Gambling Licenses 


MB0401121495 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 4 Jan 95 pp 1, 2 


[Report by Amanda Vermeulen] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The race for casino and lottery 
licences between black contenders is heating up with the 
disclosure yesterday that Games Africa, which runs the 
Ithuba and Viva lotteries, has joined forces with a 
consortium to make a bid for the national state lottery 
and sports pools. 


MD [managing director] Brenda Koorneef said yes- 
terday she was unable to disclose the name of the 
consortium but it would be strongly orientated towards 
black empowerment 


At least five black organisations have now stated their 
intentions of pursuing casino licences, including the 
consortium in partnership with the Southern Sun group 
Thebe Investments subsidiary Moribo, and Corporate 
Africa. 


Koorneef said the new gaming and lottery legislation and 
guidelines, currently under discussion by the Lotteries 
and Gambling Board, should be released at the end of 
this month, after which Games Africa would submit its 
bid to the expected tendering system. 


She said the lottery organisation ha mitted repre- 


sentations to the board on the use -eeds of the 
state lottery and sports pools, rec: ng that rev- 
enue from the lottery should be used !or national and/or 


regional reconstruction and development programme 
projects. 
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Income from the sports pools should be used to promote 
sports development, specifically the sport linked to the 
pools. Other objectives for the company would be to 
buiid on its established lottery business through the 
Ithuba and Viva competitions. Under the contract 
Games Africa has with the SABC, two SABC employees 
must sit on Games Africa’s board. 


A new SABC [South African Broadcasting Corporation] 
employee would probabiy be elected to sit on the board 
once SABC television CE [chief executive] Quentin 
Green, who currently sits on the Games Africa board, 
leaves the SABC at the end of February. de resigned 
from the SABC last year. 


Corn Harvest Projected at Half of Estimate 


A1B0501065495 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English OSOO GMT 5 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] South Africa can expect a corn 
harvest of four million tonnes at the most this year, and 
then only if there’s enough rain to allow planted corn to 
reach maturity. This figure is about half of the eight 
million tonnes reaped in a normal season. NAMPO 
[National Association of Maize Producing Organiza- 
tions] senior economist Andre Ferreira says corditions 
vary greatly between the different summer sowing areas. 
The corn crops in the Northern Transvaal, Northern 
[Orange] Free State and Eastern Transvaal can still be 
saved if there is rain during the next few days. 


Report Notes Increase in Business Failure Rate 


MB0401151695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1451 
GMT 4 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Jan 4 SAPA—An 
estimated 3.200 enterprises were likely to have closed 
their doors last year—the highest annual business failure 
rate ever. 


Total company failures escalated 18.7 per cent to 2,376 
in the first nine months of 1994 compared to the same 
period in the previous year. 


In its December economic review, the Credit Guarantee 
Insurance Corporation says that trend probably con- 
tinued in 1994's final quarter. 


That would result in just over 3,200 firms and close 
corporations [CCs] going to the wall compared to a 
record of 3.061 firms and CCs in 1985. 


Companies in the wholesale and retail trade, and 
finance, insurance and real estate sectors recorded the 
highest number of failures. There were relatively few 
failures in the mining and quarrving, and transport, 
storage and communication sectors. 


In September 1994 (the latest available monthly figures), 
339 firms and CCs were liquidated compared to 267 and 
240 in the previous two months. 
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Over 160 Trade Delegations Hosted in 1994 


MB0401131995 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 4 Jan 95 p 3 


[Report by John Diudlu] 


[F3IS Transcribed Vext] SA [South Africa] hosted more 
than 160 foreign trade delegations last year—a 35 per- 
cent increase on 1993—marking the country’s formal 
return to international trade, the SA Foreign Trade 
Organisation (SAFTOQO) said yesterday. 


The 162 missions, which had between two and 150 
participants, represent only SAFTO’s portion, and the 
overall number of foreign delegations could be a lot 


higher. 


SAFTO’s Angela Self said although there had not been a 
major increase on the previous year—due to the wait- 
and-see attitude prior to the April election—there had 
been a great deal of interest shown by the world in 
trading with SA. 


Most of the trade missions came from the UK, which is 
SA’s leading trading partner. SA is UK’s third-largest 
export market outside the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development. 


Johannesburg Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
trade promotion manager Gordon Griffiths said the 
chamber had taken part in 28 trade missions between 
May and November 16. ‘We hosted 31 foreign delega- 
tions and 36 individual businessmen.” 


Apart from the UK, Self said Indian companies had 
shown a great deal of interest in SA. “Since the lifting of 
sanctions there’s been a continuous stream of interest 
from India.” 


In a move that served to strengthen Indian-SA economic 
relations, Indian Commerce Minister Pranab Mukherjee 
led more than 300 companies to SA. The companies also 
took part in a one-country exhibition, Indexpo 94. 


During his visit Mukherjee signed a trade accord with 
Trade and Industry Minister Trevor Manuel, conferring 
most-favoured-nation status on the two countries. 


The list of high level trade de'egations included a Cana- 
dian delegation led by International Trade Minister Roy 
MacLaren, a 200- strong Malaysian mission headed by 
International Trade Minister Dato Seri Rafidah Aziz 
and British Board of Trade president Michael Hesel- 
tine’s business delegation. 


Besides raising the political profile of these countries and 
their relations with SA, sources pointed out that the 
missions had pumped millions of rands in joint ventures 
and trade into the economy. 


Another trade observer said the recent proposal by the 
National Economic Forum’s trade and industry task 
force for a substantial increase in government's subsidy 
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under the export marketing scheme could see a rise in the 
number of SA companies taking part in overseas mis- 
SIONS. 


The scheme assists companies with the costs of market 
research in foreign countries and SA. SAFTO has already 
begun planning its activities for the new year. According 
to its newsletter World Trader, the organisation will 
undertake group visits to Pakistan, India and Egypt in 
February. Under ‘onsideration are visits to Madagascar, 
Southeast Asia and Nigeria. 


It is understood one of the biggest missions planned fou 
this year by the Trade and Industry Department and 
SAFTO will be to Malaysia, although no finality has yet 
been reached. 


French Bank Approves Loans (0 Institutions 


MB0501115395 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English £ Jan 95 p 3 


[Report by Linda Ensor] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] London—The French develop- 
ment bank, Caisse Francaise de Development (CFD), 
has approved its first concessional loans worth a total of 
Ffl22.5m [Frenciy francs] to two SA [South African] 
institutions. 


This brings the total ioans granted last year by the bank 
and its private sector lending subsidiary, Proparco, last 
year to SA organisations to about Ff230m. 


A FflOOm for the Development Bank of Southern Africa 
was approved by the bank’s board of directors late last 
month. The funds would be used, inter alia, to finance 
water, electrification and urban development projects. 
In addition a Ff22.5m loan has been granted to the SA 
Sugar Association to finance its credit scheme for small, 
black sugar cane growers. 


The long term loans have been extended at concessional 
interest rates of about 3.5 percent per annum and 
negouations still have to take place with the Develop- 
ment Bank and the Sugar Association over their terms. It 
is understood the projects would be implemented 
shortly. 


Proparco has loaned the Industrial Development Corpo- 
ration about Ff60m for the promotion of small and 
medium enterprises and approved the funding for five 
other projects at a board meeting in December. 


Nation May Need To Import More Food 


MB0601063595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2303 
GMT 5 Jan 95 


[Report by Bobby Jordan] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Jan 5 SAPA— 
South Africa, a traditional agricultural exporter, may 
have to rely more on imports of staple foods to feed its 
growing population in years to come, analysts say. 
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Agricultural officials and researchers forecast a dip in the 
value of South Africa’s 1995 agricultural production due 
to the start of yet another drought cycle. “It will take 
some time before we are again a net exporter of staple 
foods,” an analyst says, although fruit, wine and wool 
exports remain strong. The country relied heavily on 
staple food imports during the devastating drought at the 
beginning of the 1990s and, despite strong 1994 maize 
and wheat surpluses, total agricultural exports have been 
weak. 


South African Agricultural Union [SAAU] Executive 
Director Piet Swart says it is difficult to determine 
whether the country will produce its staple food require- 
ments each year because of the weather. Early crop 
estimates this season for maize, in particular, and wheat 
are below average levels and last year’s surge in red meat 
imports looks set to continue. 


After barely recuperating from the early 1990s C-ought, 
weather forecasters are warning that 1995 is hkely to be 
another below average rainfall year. That would have 
serious implications for agriculture as further tracts of 
arable cropland and pasture dry up, they say. Meteorol- 
ogists say the Ei Nino effect is becoming apparent again 
creating the climatic equivalent of a giant blowtorch 
floating above southern Africa. The El Nino phenom- 
enon, which caused disastrous drought conditions in 
southern Africa three years ago, begins with above- 
normal sea surface temperatures over much of the 
Pacific Ocean. This ultimately leads to freakish weather 
patterns throughout the world. 


“Unfortunately, there’s a strong correlation between an 
El Nino and below-average rainfall in our part of the 
world,’ says Mike Laing, acting director of climatology 
at South Africa’s Weather Bureau. The frazzling effect of 
El Nino is particularly bad news for South Africa, given 
the country’s highly variable rainfali pattern. Scattered 
heavy rainfalls tend to be interspersed with elongated 
spells of hot, dry weather. “Only the eastern half of the 
country can expect rainfall in excess of SOOmm—which 
is really the bare minimum for agriculture. The western 
half is simply playing with fire,” Laing says. 


But such ts the nature of farm'ng, according to Swart, 
SAAU executive director. “We all know about the vari- 
ation in our weather, and therefore we can't really say if 
we'll produce enough food every year.” he says. 


Although the country is used to meeting her own 
domestic consumption requirements, imports of staple 
foods appear to be on the increase. “It’s pretty finely 
balanced at the moment, but in the longer term, | think 
we should be able to provide enovgh for ourselves,” he 
believes. In the short term, however, the country looks 
set to acquire a taste for imports. 


Poor rainfall in key maize-growing areas 1s expected to 
result in a significant shortage this season, the National 
Maize Producers Organisation predicts. Other staple 
food products are also struggling to o?ercome the effects 
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of drought. The Wheat Board says wheat farmers expect 
a lower crop this year of about 1.68-million [metric] 
tons, compared to last year’s crop of 1.9-million tons. 
Local consumption is about 2.2-million tons. 


Edey, Rogers and Co. economist Edward Osborn 
believes the trend towards greater volumes of staple food 
imports matches the experience in other southern 
African states. Agricultural conditions in countrivs like 
Zambia, Zimbabwe and Malawi, suggest that the entire 
region is increasingly faced with a food deficiency. 


Dutch Right-Wing Leader Visits Country 


MB3012161294 Pretoria PATRIOT in Afrikaans 
23 Dec 94 pl 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The leader of the right-wing 
Nasionale Vokspartij/CP’86 [National People’s Party], 
Henk Ruitenberg, visited the country for two weeks. 


During his visit, Ruitenberg held discussicns with right- 
wing political leaders and also met the Conservative 
Party’s Executive Committee after his talks with Dr. 
Ferdi Hartzenberg. 


Both Dr. Hartzenberg and Ruitenberg expressed their 
intention to extend bilateral contact and to support each 
other in matters where necessary. 


Ruitenberg was also a guest speaker at the Day of the 
Vow celebrations on the Sandspruit farm that belongs to 
Robert van Tonder. He also addressed several people at 
the HNP’s [Herstigte Nasionale Party; Reformed 
National Party] head office. 


The Nasionale Volkspartij/CP’86 is an ultra right-wing 
party in the Netherlands and is criticized continuously. 
Ruitenberg will write an exclusive article for PATRIOT 
about the state of democracy in the Netherlands. The 
article will appear early next year. 


Ruitenberg’s visit follows a visit earlier this year by 
PATRIOT editor Henk van de Graaf to the Netherlands 
during which contact was established, and after which an 
article on Ruitenberg appeared in PATRIOT. 


Ruitenberg’s proposed visit had been kept relatively 
silent in South Africa and the Netherlands. Three days 
before his visit to South Africa, Ruitenberg had to go 
underground after he received information that the 
Dutch Internal Intelligence Service was planning to 
inspect his house and wanted to detain him under some 
minor pretext so his visit would not materialize. 


While in South Africa, Ruitenberg proved to be a strong 
Boer supporter who understands and supports the white 
man’s struggle. 


Country Makes Late Rooivalk Bid to Netherlands 


MB0601111795 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
6 Jan 95 p7 


[Report by Alan Robinson] 
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[FBIS Transcribed Text] London—The Dutch govern- 
ment has decided to delay for another fortnight its 
decision on which helicopters to buy for the Royal 
Netherlands Air Force (RNAF). 


But the breathing space is unlikely to be of any benefit to 
South Africa’s late bid to win the multimillion-rand 
order with its Rooivalk [red falcon]. 


The Dutch decision is now regarded as a straight fight 
between the American AH-64D Apache and the Franco- 
German Eurocopter Tiger.. 


The Tiger, which is also challenging the Rooivalk and 
Apache for Britain’s business, is making a late charge 
after it had appeared that McDonnell Douglas had 
virtually sewn up the Dutch deal with its Apache. 


Dutch military chiefs have made it clear that they prefer 
the American aircraft, saying its performance is superior, 
but heavy political pressure is being exerted on Prime 
Minister Wim Kok’s government to “go European’, 
although the Tiger is unlikely to be operational before 
2003. 


Kok has hinted that he will give his blessing to the Tiger, 
but now his defence chiefs are piling on the pressure for 
a late change of mind. Britain’s decision on re-equipping 
its army with attack helicopters is not due until April, 
but here, too, there is a divergence of opinion between 
defence chiefs and the politicians 


The Major administration sees the purchase of the 
Rooivalk as an international signal of its commitment to 
the new South Africa and the forerunner of massive new 
trade links with the Republic. But the hard-headed 
militarists insist that the Apache is better suited to its 
needs and offers far more reliable back-up. 


South African Press Review for 5 Jan 
MBO0S501122395 


[Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


Country Has ‘Abysmai’ Productivity Record—‘A major 
hurdle yet to be overcome is the nation’s abysmal 
productivity record,” points out a page 16 editorial in 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 5 January. “A 
huge task” faces iabor, business, and government—“‘one 
which requires the urgent prioritisation of a work ethic 
requiring sacrifices, which, perhaps, the nation at large is 
not of a mindset to undertake. President Mandela has 
recognised this crucial chink in the country’s economic 
armour. Yet awareness thereof is not sufficiently keen to 
galvanise the millions of relevant players into action. If 
the economic policymakers do no more than place this 
challenge at the top of their strategy list, they will have 
achieved a conspicuous measure of success.” 


SOWETAN 


Criticism of Public, Health Services Union Strike— 
While tough action by the police, especially the use of the 
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baton charge, “has to be deplored,” public servants 
“cannot be allowed to go on strike,” declares a page 8 
editoriai in Johannesbu. SOWETAN in English on 5 
January. “It is even more regrettable for civil servants in 
health services to engage in such drastic action.” “The 
South African Health and Public Service Workers Union 
has a strong case, which has to be expressed with vigour 
if their demands are to be met. But going on strike 
should be one of the last things union members in 
emergency services do. There are other paths they can 
take to better their working conditions, ways 'n which 
they will get the support of all people.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Strikes Test of Strength—A page 6 editorial in Johannes- 
burg BUSINESS DAY is English on 5 January com- 
ments on the strike by members of the South African 
Health and Public Sevice Workers’ Union, saying it is 
“an inportant tesi of the new government's ability to 
deal with an issue which has disturbing destabilising 
potential if it catches on throughout the service.” “It 
seems safe to assume that the numbers who have gone on 
strike are significantly fewer than the 40,000 initially 
claimed by the union—which is an unknown quantity, 
and probably not as powerful as its public claims would 
have us believe.” “We have the far left unions such as 
this one and the Public Servants’ League—seemingly 
intent on a disruptive strike but not necessarily capable 
of pulling it off.” There is also the National Health and 
Allied Workers’ Union “worried that it may not be abie 
to hold its membership back if the rest of the public 
service decides to strike for higher wages.” The two 
deputy presidents assigned the task of seeking a settle- 
ment “have limited options.” “Given the country’s fiscal 
imperatives, there is scope for no more than a very 
marginal improvement in the overall offer.” “Govern- 
ment will have to put across to current and prospective 
strikers sympathetically but firmly these unfortunate 
facts of life. It is ironic that ANC leaders will have to take 
the kind of line they have often criticised private sector 
employers for taking. But that, too, is an inescapable fact 
of life.” 


THE CITIZEN 


Militants Likely To Replace Slovo in Cabinet—“There 
is talk of a minor Cabinet reshuffle” should Mr Joe 
Slovo, Minister of Housing, be forced by ill health to 
retire, according to the page 6 editorial in Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN in English on 4 January. “We need more 
pragmatists like Mr Slovo. but they are going to be 
desperately hard to find. especially as militants have 
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received the top votes in the election of the ANC’s 
National Executive Committee.” THE CITIZEN hopes 
that “even if there are minor changes, President Man- 
dela will not bring in militants who can upset his efforts 
at reconciliation.” 
CITY PRESS 

1995 To Test ANC Ability to Govern—Joha: nesburg 
CITY PRESS in English on | January in its ;.age 14 
editorial says the “real challenge” facing the ANC in 
1995 is what to do with its youth and their education. 
“Unless this problem is tackled witii the seriousness it 
deserves, this country is headed for big trouble.” “The 
ANC is justified in boasting about its achievements in 
1994. But it is this year where their ability to govern will 
be put to the real test. They must gird their loins for the 
difficult times that lie ahead.” 


BEELD 


Housing Shortage—An editorial on page 10 of Johannes- 
burg BEELD in Afrikaans on 30 December says: “One of 
the greatest challenges in the new year will be to do 
something meaningful about the growing shortage of 
housing. Up to now all the politicking, promises, and 
arguing among departments and organizations has failed 
to deliver any houses for the homeless.” “The govern- 
ment’s white paper on housing contains meaningful 
approaches. It underlines the reality that houses cannot 
be built if boycotts, illegal occupation and refusal to pay 
for rent and services are the order of the day.” Hopefully 
the guidelines in the white paper “will promote greater 
coordination between national and provincial govern- 
ments” and lead to “the streamlining of the whole 
process of providing houses.” 


Action on Boesak “Too Little, Too Late-—A second 
editorial on the same page argues that “President Nelson 
Mandela has eventually made it seem that he might be 
reconsidering the appointment of Dr. Allan Boesak as 
South Africa's ambassador to the United Nations in 
Geneva. It is too little. too late.” That ts not to suggest 
“that Dr. Boesak is guilty of the allegations that he 
misused money from Denmark; he must be considered 
innocent until the contrary is proven.” “The Boesak 
affair has damaged the image of the government, which 
through its hesitation in taking action has created the 
impression that it does not consider the ethical irre- 
proachability of its representatives to be an important 
matter. President Mandela could have avoided that by 
temporarily suspending Dr. Boesak’s appointment 
immediately after the first allegations, pending the out- 
come of a thorough investigation into the matter. It ts 
now too late to repair the damage.” 
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Madavascar 


Assembly Speaker Predicts Coup by 8 January 


ABOS01161095 Paris AFP in French 1351 GMT 
5S Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Antananarivo, 5 Jan (AFP)— 
National Assembly Speaker Richard Andriamanjato 
announced this weck that a coup d'etat might take place 
by 8 January in Madagascar whose president, Albert 
Zafy. must grapple with an increasing political crisis. As 
of today. the government has not yet officially reacted to 
this surprising announcement. 


However, Posts and Telecommunications Minister 
Nyhasina Andriamanjato, son of the speaker of the 
National Assembly, refused to regard this “rumor” as a 
serious threat. If there were to be a coup d'etat. he said, 
“it would only be known by its instigators, because such 
an enterprise is generally prepared in the greatest 
secrecy.” 


The speaker of the National Assembly, who is a Protes- 
tant pastor, is also the honorary chairman of the political 
section of the Active Forces—a coalition that brought 
President Zafy to power in 1993. He made this statement 
when the members of the radical wing of the Active 
Forces, led by Alain Ramaroson, were presenting their 
new year wishes, those who attended the ceremony 
stated. 


Professor Zafy was elected president of Madagascar in 
February 1993 winning 66 percent of the votes as against 
33 percent for the outgoing president, Didier Ratsiraka. 
His victory was later confirmed during the June legisla- 
tive elections which saw the coalition of the Active 
Forces snatch 70 of the 138 seats in the National 
Assembly. 


The majority of the Active Forces proved to be fragile 
due to multiple divisions since the election of the prime 
minister, when the coalition’s declared candidate was 
beaten by Francisque Ravony, who was supported by a 
coalition of representatives of coastal regions. 


Since then. Mi Ravony has been under attack from new 
groupings within the National Assembty, leaving him 
without any secure majority. At the end of 1994, strikes 
and demonstrations protesting falling purchasing power 
and a surge in basic commodity prices multiplied in 
Madagascar. Ihe discontent has not diminished since. 
During the New Year message address by Active Forces 
hardliners, a ceremony which no member of Mr. 
Ravony's government attended. Mr. Ramaroson 
repeated the speech he has been making for three months 
now, calling for the prime minister's departure and the 
government's resignation. Mr. Ramaroson contends that 
Mr. Ravony and his team have proved their incompe- 
tence in the conduct of national affairs. 
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Malawi 


Correspondent Confirms Banda Under House 
Arrest 


MB6B0501170595 Lonéon BBC World Service in English 
1S15 GMT 5 Jan 95 


{From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Malawi's President Bakili 
Muluzi promised swift action yesterday after hearing the 
report of the commission of inquiry into the mysterious 
deaths of three ministers and a member of parliament i 2 
years ago. The commission confirmed widespread spec- 
ulation that the four men had been murdered. It said 
they were bludgeoned to death by police, acting on 
orders from the then President Hastings Banda’s govern- 
ment, and then placed in a wrecked car to make it seem 
like an accident. The report directly implicated ex- 
President Banda and his right-hand man, John Tembo. 
Well, President Muluzi has been as good as his word, and 
already there have been arrests. Jeremy Skect asked our 
correspondent in Lilongwe, Willy Zingane. who had 
been arrested. 


[Begin recording] [Zingane] Well, so far, eight people 
have been arrested, but the government has only released 
three names, and that is of John Tembo and two police 
officers, Mr. Kalemba and Mr. Likambale. These three 
are being kept at a prison in Blantyre under the name of 
Chichiri Prison. 


[Skeet] And what about ex-President Banda? 


[Zingane] Dr. Banda has been put under house arrest in 
Blantyre, and, as it is now, Dr. Banda cannot go out of 
the premise of the house in which he is staying. But the 
government has said his close companion Ms. Cecilia 
Kadzamira could continue nursing him, because of the 
condition in which he 1s, but anyone wanting to see Dr. 
Banda now would have to go through UDF [United 
Democratic Front] government and get clearance before 
anyone can see him. 


[Skeet] Is this house surrounded by armed guards? 


{Zingane] Yes. What. they have done is that they have put 
special intelligence people around. Not necessarily that 
he is surrounded by guns, but there are police people 
there. because previously, there were only few of his 
bodyguards whom he had been given by the government 
at the time that he had been removed out of the main 
palace. 


[Skeet] Now. three men are in prison, and r. Banda ts 
under house arrest. Have any of the people been 
charged? 


[Zingane] They have not yet been charged. | think what 
happened was that over the weckend. there was a sense 
of insecurity in the country. | was driving around. and 
there were a lot of road blocks around. A friend of mine 
definitely said there must be something cooking around. 
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So, I think they were trying to make sure that John 
Tembo and uil these people who were on the list had no 
way of running away out of this country. 


[Skeet] Now. who else are the police looking for to arrest? 


[Zingane] The police are looking for the former inspector 
general of police, Mr. Makwiria Mulunguzi. who 1s now 
at large, and they are hunting for him. [end recording] 


MCP Official on Arrests 


A4B0501172995 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 5 Jan 95 


[From the “Ficus on Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Within months of being top- 
pled. Malawi's former ruling MCP [Malawi Congress 
Party] 1s being haunted by unsavory aspects of its past. 
with its leader and his closest associate under arrest on 
suspicion of being implicated in murder. On the line to 
Blantyre, Jeremy Skeet asked the MCP’s publicity secre- 
tary. Brian Mungono, how they reacted to the arrests. 
Did they think it was a political action? 


| Begin recording] [Mungono] Well, there 1s no doubt in 
that. It 1s the attitude, the general attitude of this party. 
lt is a highly vindictive party. It has been saying one 
thing and doing totally opposite on the other, trying to 
hoodwink the nation into believing that they are a party 
of reconcihation and tolerance, and what they have been 
demonstrating to the nation and the world ts that they 
are a vindictive lot that are not interested whatsoever to 
live with any other people. 


[Skeet] Do you think there should have been a commis- 
sion of inquiry into the death of these cabinet ministers? 


[Mungono} | think it ts within jurisdiction. | mean, it ts 
the prerogative of the government in power to decide to 
pul on what inquiries there may be in this case, if it 
serves the national interest. One of the impression ts 
that, indeed, these inquiries were put in place to serve 
the national interest. But what did we sce? We saw a 
heavily loaded inquiry team which is packed up with 
United Democratic Front activists that are simply there 
to serve the political purpose. 


{Skect] But what have you and the MCP got to worry 
about if these people are brought to court? Surely, you 
should let the courts decide. Are you trying to cover 
something up? 


{|Mungono] We are not covering anything up. What we 
are talking about here is law and order. Here is a 
government that should have taken measures for self- 
restraint. They should have been at the forefront of 
making sure that this country does not degenerate into a 
situation of civil strife. But what have we seen this 
morning’? We have seen this morning demonstrations 
mounted by their party in jubilation about this thing that 
has caused looting and wanton savagery im the strects. 
This ts a government of law and order, and the police 
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have been standing by. Are you going to tell me and the 
international community js going to tell me that this isa 
civilized manner tn which politics is conducted? 


[Skeet] Are you saying that MCP offices in Blantyre have 
been looted today? 


{Mungono] The offices in Blantyre have been looted. 
Offices in Blantyre have been demolished and set on fire 
and another office, as | am speaking to you now tn one of 
the areas in Blantyre. is also under fire. Now, do you 
mean to tell me that this 1s a normal conduct? 


[Skeet] Who ts attacking your offices in Blantyre? 


{[Mungono] United Democratic Front people, because 
they are the people that were gathering this morning at 
the clock tower in Blantyre, and these are the people that 
were involved in looting these offices. jend recording] 


Minister on I ooting, Arrests 


A1B0601171498 London BBC World Service in Lunglish 
ISIS GMT 6 Jan 9S 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The arrest of ex-President 
Banda and John Tembo brought crowds out onto the 
streets, and it all got out of hand. With offices of Banda’s 
MCP [Malawi Congress Party] attacked and looted, 
President Muluzi himself called for calm, and the MCP 
accused the ruling United Democratic Front, UDF. of 
deliberately stirring up anti-MCP feeling. On the line to 
Blantyre, Jeremy Skeet asked Information Minister 
Brown Mpinganjira if 1t was UDF members who had run 
amok. 


[Begin recording] [Mpinganjira] These are not UDF 
supporters. These are people from a cross section of the 
population, people who have been enraged with the 
revelations, especially the brutal manner in which the 
murders were carried out. This has been a spontaneous 
reaction—people from all walks of life. not necessarily 
supporters of the UDF. 


[Skeet] What do you say to the charge made by some. 
especially those in the MCP. that the UDF 1s stirring 
things up? 


{Mpinganjira] What else did you expect them to say? 
They are embarrassed. They are ashamed that they 
support a party that perpetrated these grucsome mur- 
ders. They have nothing clse to say. Maybe the only thing 
they could say that could save their faces 1s to blame 
UDF supporters for being unruly. | mean. it ts very 
embarrassing for them. | can imagine if today somebods 
was to come up with allegations of that nature against the 
UDF—you can magine how | would be feeling. Then | 
would be looking for an scapegoat | will be saying: Well. 
it is because the MCP has done thi Yes. we expect the 
MCP supporters to blame all this upon the UDF. 
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[Skeet] You say it is embarrassing for all the MCP. Is it 
also embarrassing for those members of the UDF who 
used to be part of the MCP? 


[Mpinganjira] It cannot be, because even those who were 
killed, to start with, were also members of the MCP. If 
the MCP were killing only those who were not members 
of the MCP or those who were anti-MCP, yes, we would 
be saying today that anybody else who was in MCP ought 
to be equally embarrassed. 


[Skeet] Yesterday, the MCP expressed disquiet about the 
state of health of ex-President Banda. Can you allay their 
fears? What is his health? 


[Mpinganjira] | have not seen former President Banda, 
but I can assure you that we have made available at his 
disposal, 24 hours a day, some of Malawi's most highly 
qualified doctors. Beyond that, there is nothing anybody 
else can do. These doctors will look after him. If it is 
necessary to take him out of the country for treatment, 
that would be looked into. The state president, President 
Muluzi, made that pledge, that we shall look after Dr. 
Banda. We shall ensure that he spends his final days in 
fairly good comfort. 


[Skeet] But if he was tried and found guilty, would you 
send him to prison? 


[Mpinganjira] That will be decided upon when we come 
to that. But, | have said before that State President 
Muluzi has made it quite clear that he is not keen to see 
Dr. Banda end up inside a prison, that he feels sorry for 
Dr. Banda, especially on account of his age. Given that 
understanding, I doubt if President Muluzi would finally 
accept to see Dr. Banda end up in prison, but that ts a 
decision that will have to be made at that time. [end 
recording} 


Mozambique 


Defense Minister Blames Troops for Incidents 


MBO0S501185395 Maputo TVM Television Network in 
Portuguese 1800 GMT 5 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Defense Minister Aguiar 
Mazula says preliminary investigations into the skir- 
mishes involving troops of the Special Forces 2d Bat- 
talion and the 4th Police Station at Liberdade Ward 
suggest irresponsible behavior by the troops. Mazula told 
TVM that investigations are continuing and that the 
culprits will be punished according to military law. He 
did not rule out the possibility of the culprits being 
expelled from the armed forces. [passage omitted] 


[Begin recording] [Mazula] Obviously, we will take stern 
action. in line with military discipline. We are not 
indifferent to what has happened. We will make a further 
evaluation of the situation this afternoon, and tomorrow 
we will issue a detailed report. 
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[Unidentified correspondent] Troops in the Special 
Forces 2d Battalion appear to be very apprehensive. 
Even if your measures are introduced, there could be 
additional clashes between the police and the troops. 
What can be done to avoid other incidents? 


[Mazula] We have assessed the situation. We have the 
means to control the situation. The atmosphere of ten- 
sion and nervousness after the skirmishes is understand- 
able. Defense personnel know how to control this type of 
situation. We will take the appropriate action. even if 
there is an attempt to resume clashes. We have enough 
forces to control the situation. [end recording] [passage 
omitted] 


Police. Renamo Search for Armed Gang in 
Zambezia 

MBOSOTI9YO009S Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT S Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The police and the Mozambique 
National Resistance have launched an operation in the 
Mussassadembe region of Zambezia Province’s Mopeia 
District in search of a group of armed men involved in 
attacks on vehicles traveling on the Quelimane-Beira 
road. A vehicle carrying goods and 40 passengers was 
attacked recently on that road. The raiders plundered 
part of the cargo. 


Government Discovers 3 Arms Caches in Nampula 


MB0401201595 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 4 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Republic of Mozambique 
Police [PRM] discovered three arms caches in the areas 
of Namilaze. (Mucubassa), and (Navarula). former 
Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo] bases in 
Murrupula District, Nampula Province. A communique 
from the PRM Provincial Command received at our 
news desk today points out that the recovered materiel 
includes eight weapons—five RPD machine guns with 
clips, one bazooka, one FBP, and one PPSH rifles. Also 
discovered were rounds of ammunitions for RPD 
machine guns, a tripod for 81-mm mortars, six clips for 
G-3's, and one crate of ammunition for a (VG-1) anti- 
aircraft gun. 


Recognizing the danger of arms caches or weapons in the 
wrong hands, the PRM expressed its gratitude to the 
people for their cooperation in helping to neutralize this 
kind of situations. It requesis all citizens to report cases 
of this nature to the nearest police station. 


It will be recalled that a few days before the general 
elections, the government had reported that Renamo 
had allowed the verification of only seven percent of its 
declared arms caches in the northern region of the 
country—that is, Nampula, Niassa, and Cabo Delgado 
Provinces. A senior government official in the defunct 
regional Cease-fire Commission told the press that 
weapons were being found outside of the declared areas. 
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Before the elections, the government had authorized the 
verification of 95 percent of its arms depots in northern 
Mozambique. 


Zimbabwe 


ZANU-PF Raises $2 Million for Election 


MB0301200095 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 1800 
GMT 3 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The ruling party, ZANU-PF 
[Zimbabwe African National Union—Patriotic Front], 
has raised just over $2 million to finance the campaign to 
win the general election scheduled to he held this year. 
The party secretary for finance, Comrade Emmerson 
Munangagwa, told ZIANA [Zimbabwe Inter-African 
News Agency] that various committees are working hard 
to raise its target of $6 million. 


1995 Declared Year of Black Empowerment 


MB0301195795 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 1800 
GMT 3 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The United Indigenous Pres- 
sure Groups of Zimbabwe has declared 1995 as the year 
for black indigenous economic empowerment and total 
eradication of white racism in all aspects and sectors of 
economy. The pressure groups are represented by the 
Indigenous Business Women’s Organization, the Indige- 
nous Business Development Center, the Zimbabwe Bank 
Workers’ Union, the Polka Group of Companies, and 
the University of Zimbabwe Hlangano Munomutapa. 


Ata meeting in Harare, the pressure groups also resolved 
that building societies, banks, and other financial insti- 
tutions should reschedule their loans to blacks in the 
same manner in which they reschedule loans to whites, 
and racial retrenchments of black workers in banks and 
other sectors should stop. The group said land acquisi- 
tion should be swift and resolute, and that decent accom- 
modations is a right for every Zimbabwean. It said city 
councils should stop enforcing racist by-laws which lead 
to the harassment and humiliation of men, women, and 
children who are trying to earn an honest living out of 
vending. The United Indigenous Pressure Group added 
that most traditional real estate agents who practice 
racism by denying blacks office space and shops in the 
city centers should stop the practice. 


Pressure Groups Demonstrate 


MB0501201895 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 1800 
GMT 5 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Indigenous Pressure 
Group of Zimbabwe, comprising the Indigenous Busi- 
ness Women’s Organization, the Indigenous Business 
Development Center [IBDC], the (?Boku) Group of 
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Companies, and the University of Zimbabwe Hlangano 
Munomutapa Group, today staged a demonstration 
against what they called institutional racism in the 
country. 


The demonstration began at the Africa Unity School in 
Harare, where hundreds of people carrying placards 
denouncing racism practiced at banks, building societies, 
estate agents, and clubs in the country sang and danced. 


The demonstrators were demanding that banking insti- 
tutions make available to indigenous people funds for 
investment in business ventures. They were also 
demanding, among other things, that building societies 
desist from repossessing the homes of indigenous people 
and give them grace periods for the repayment of their 
mortgage loans. The demonstrators visited all the major 
banks and building societies in the capital and estate 
agents, or they made their demands to the chief execu- 
tives of the institutions. 


In an interview with the ZBC [Zimbabwe Broadcasting 
Corporation] after the demonstration, the secretary gen- 
eral of the IBDC, Mr. Enoch Kanshinda, said the dem- 
onstration was a first step, adding that the second step 
will see the picketing of institutions that still practice 
racism in their operations. 


Reserve Bank: 1994 Economic Growth 4 Percent 


MB0401185695 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 1800 
GMT 4 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The governor of the Reserve 
Bank of Zimbabwe, Dr. Leonard Tsumba, says real 
economic growth last year was estimated at 4 percent 
compared with 2 percent in 1993. In the 1994 annual 
report of the Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe, Dr. Tsumba 
said the recovery is mainly due to the positive perfor- 
mance of the agricultural, manufacturing, and mining 
sectors. He said this year should see further economic 
gains following new trade and exchange reforms as well 
as the gradual fall in inflation and interest rates. 


Nation’s Gold Output Likely To Set Record 


MB2112125394 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 21 Dec 94 p 6 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Harare (SAPA)—Zimbabwean 
gold output is set to reach a record 20 [metric] tons this 
year, boosting Zimbabwe’s foreign currency earnings by 
more than Z [Zimbabwe] $2bn [billion], ZIANA [ZIM- 
BABWE INTER-AFRICAN NEWS AGENCY] NEWS 
AGENCY reports. 


The Zimbabwean Chamber of Mines said yesterday total 
output during the first 11 months of the year stood at 
18.84 [metric] tons valued at Z$1.886bn. This compared 
with 17.17 [metric] tons valued at Z$1.26bn during the 
same period last year. 
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In 1993, about 18.8 [metric] tons of gold were produced, 
bringing in Z$1.4bn. 


The chamber said the value of gold, Zimbabwe's second- 
largest single export earner after tobacco, had risen 
significantly due to fitmer prices on the international 
market. 


The price had remained steady at nearly US$380/oz, 
although it had failed to bridge the psychologically 
important level of US$400. 


The bullish trend had helped restore confidence in the 
mining sector which expected to earn the country 
Z$4.5bn in foreign currency, representing 45 percent 
Zimbabwe's total annual foreign exchange earning 


Last year the mining sector earned Z$3.2bn foreign 
currency. 


The chamber said platinum was another major contrib- 
utor to the general optimism in the sector. It was due to 
the recent commissioning of the Hartley platinum mine 
by two Australian companies, Del Gold and BHP min- 
erals 


The Z$1.8bn project is expected to create 2,700 jobs and 
earn the country nearly Z$1bn annually when in full 
production. 


Meanwhile, mini counters on the Zimbabwe Stock 
Exchange had not been severely affected the late start to 
the rains and were still attracting equity investors. 


Brokers said firmer prices on world markets had helped 
retain confidence in mining shares at a time when the 
stock market was experiencing great deal of capital flight 
to the short-term money market. 


Inflation Rate Drops to 21.2 Percent in Nov 


MB3012073694 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER in 
English 30 Dec 94 p II 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Harare: Zimbabwe's annual 
inflation rate fell for the third month in succession in 
November, easing by 0.4 percent to 21.2 percent, the 
central statistics office (CSO) said yesterday. 


A statement said there were marginal declines in some 
food prices and a negligible rise on the drink and index. 
[sentence as published] 


But the furniture and household stores category rose 1.4 
percent and medical care prices climbed 0.5 percent. 


Annual inflation, which climbed to 25.1 percent in May 
from 19 percent in January, has eased in the past three 
months under a tight monetary policy. It was pegged at 
21.6 percent in October, down from September's 22.3 
and August’s 24.3 percent. 


Local economists say the central reserve bank of Zim- 
babwe is trying hard to contain credit, blamed for 
spiralling money supply growth and annual inflation 
which rose to a record 50 percent in 1992. 
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Black Employers’ Treatment of Workers Surveyed 
MB2912152994 Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English 
21 Dec 94 p 12 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Harare—An overwhelming 
majority of Zimbabweans would rather work for para- 
statals, multi-nationals or white employers than for 
fellow blacks, said a survey published here yesterday by 
the DAILY GAZETTE. 


The secretary general of the Zimbabwe Congress of 
Trades Unions, Morgan Tsvangirai, told the survey that 
current controversy here about empowering emergent 
black businessmen diverted attention from mistreatment 
of their employees. 


With only about 5 percent of the national economy in 
their hands, he said, black employers accounted for over 
60 percent of the cases of wrongful dismissal taken to the 
government’s Labour Tribunal. 


“The figures could be higher because most black 
employers use a patriarchal system to recruit their 
labour, where you find that most of the workers are 
members of the extended family—not many cases are 
reported for mediation,” said Tsvangirai. 


He claimed it was “ironic some of the worst offenders 
were cabinet ministers and senior government officials”. 


Of the surveyed sample of skilled unemployed black 
Zimbabweans in Harare, Mutare and Rusape, 70 percent 
said they would not wish to work for black employers, 
while a further 6 percent said they would want legal! 
representation to draw up a firm contract first. 


Promising employees were lured from more secure jobs 
by offers of five figure salaries and company cars, only to 
find payment “fizzled into dribs and drabs”, while their 
responsibilities became indefinable, workers told the 
survey. If the business floundered they were then liable 
to dismissal without payment of arrears. 


“Such cases are prevaient in almost every type of job— 
from hotel barmen, supermarket till operators, man- 
agers, to accountants,” said Tsvangirai. 


He said publicity had been given to black employers’ 
claims of racism by the banks in foreclosing, and their 
need for concessionary loans below Zimbabwe's current 
35 percent interest rates. 


“This way public sympathy is diverted from the wide- 
spread exploitation”. 


—Meanwhile, Zimbabwean productivity is declining as 
labour costs rise, according to one of Zimbabwe's 
largest manufacturers. 


“In general terms, productivity in Zimbabwe ts declining 
with the labour-cost output ratio increasing by some 22 
percent in the past three years,” Cairns Holdings 
chairman Mike Jackson reported in the company’s 
annual report. 
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“This obviously undermines our local cost advantage 
against imports and furthermore weakens our growing 
export strength,” Jackson said, adding that local workers 
appeared unaware of the importance of improving pro- 
ductivity. 


Article Views Drought, Forthcoming Election 


MB2412150794 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
23 Dec 94 p Il 


[Article by Robin Drew] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Zimbabweans are looking to 
the new year with a deep sense of foreboding. 


Overshadowing everything else is the spectre of another 
drought. 


The poor start to the rainy season in a country where 
agriculture remains the keystone of the economy means 
that even if soaking rains do fall as a Christmas present, 
yields will be down and farmers will be faced with the 
cost of replanting. 


Already preparations are being made to extend drought 
relief food and aid to as many as 5 million people, nearly 
half the population. 


More than 2 million are already registered for relief and 
social welfare officials expect the number to rise rapidly. 


Concern about the drought threat has led to falling share 
prices for many companies. The economy is only now 
recovering from the 1992 drought, the worst in living 
memory, when thousands of [metric] tons of food had to 
be imported. 


This time the saving grace is that the country has a 
strategic stockpile of | million [metric] tons of maize, 
enough to see that the people are fed provided distribu- 
tion problems can be overcome. 


With a general election due early next year, probably in 
March, President Robert Mugabe’s ruling ZANU [Zim- 
babwe African National Union] (PF [Patriotic Front]) 
party will be anxious to see that the hardships facing the 
people are alleviated as much as possible. 


The opposition, which is hopelessly divided, presents no 
serious threat but the governing party will have its work 
cut out to avoid a large scale stayaway. 


For white Zimbabweans, outnumbered by more than 
100 to one, the election campaign will add to their 
unease for it seems inevitable that attempts will be made 
to make them scapegoats. 


The past six months have seen the emergence of a 
determined campaign to portray the whites as the 
enemy, hanging on to what they and their forebears 
obtained by foul means. 
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The verbal bashing has been spearheaded by black 
businessmen, academics and commentators. Newspaper 
articles, advertisements and public platforms have been 
used to paint the whites in the worst possible light. 


In the most recent example, a half-page advertisement in 
a national newspaper, anonymous indigenous pressure 
groups claimed that attempts were being made to create 
“little lands” where blacks would be seen as domestic 
servants or garden labourers. 


“Did you know that 15 years after independence the 
whites in Zimbabwe still think they are the only ones 
entitled to reap the fortunes of our land,” said the 
advertisement, calling on people to record all acts of 
racism. 


So far, the government response to all this has been 
muted. 


On a couple of occasions Foreign Minister Nathan 
Shamuyarira, the ruling party’s chief spokesman, has 
distanced the government and the party from racial 
attacks, insisting that the official policy remains one of 
reconciliation, not recrimination. 


Mugabe, too, has cautioned critics against labelling 
whites as baddies. But whether this more balanced 
approached will prevail during an election campaign 
remains to be seen. 


Zimbabwe is coming to end of the first five years of its 
economic structural adjustment programme (ESAP), an 
acronym which for thousands who has been laid off 
stands for “Ever Suffering African People”. 


The latest to lose their job include thousands of textile 
workers from the largest plant in the country which 
closed down though efforts are being made to rescue it. 


The textile industry has suffered from the failure to 
conclude a new trade agreement with South Africa, 
something high on the list of wishes of exporters for the 
New Year. 


Water Rationing Begins in Bulawayo 


MBO0101161295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1328 
GMT O01 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Bulawayo, Jan | SAPA-—Water 
raticning in Zimbabwe's second largest city of Bulawayo 
took effect on New Year’s Day amid complaints from 
residents, particularly those housing more than one 
family, that the 610 litres allocated per day was inade- 
quate. Residents in this city of about one million people 
have also questioned the decision of the municipal 
authorities council not to source water from the nearby 
Nyamandlovu acquifer, which was recently declared by 
government an underground water controlled area. 


The council re-introduced water rationing following an 
erratic rainy season which has seen water levels in feeder 
dams dwindling to less than 10 months supply, hardly 
enough to take the city to the next season, more than 10 
months away. 
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Ghana 


Liberian Faction Leaders To Meet in Accra 9 Jan 


AB0601082895 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 0800 GMT 6 Jan 95 


[From the “News on the Hour” program} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Liberia’s faction leaders are to 
meet in Accra on Monday [9 January] to nominate and 
present their representatives to the Council of State. 
After the nominations, the representatives will be 
inducted into office almost immediately. They will then 
elect from among themselves a chairman and two vice 
chairmen. These arrangements were announced by 
Ghana’s deputy foreign minister, Dr. [Mohamed] ibn 
Chambas, in an interview with the GHANA NEWS 
AGENCY in Abuja [Nigeria]. The deputy foreign min- 
ister had gone to Abuja to brief the Nigerian foreign 
minister, Alhaji Babagana Kingibe, on progress so far 
made in implementing the peace accord signed in Accra 
to end five years of civil war in Liberia. 


Liberia 


Taylor’s Militia Reportedly Back in Gbarnga 


ABO0501213095 Paris AFP in English 1853 GMT 
05 Jan 94 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Monrovia, Jan 5 (AFP)}— 
Militia loyal to Liberian warlord Charles Taylor are back 
in full control of the warlord’s former headquarters of 
Gbarnga, UN sources said here Thursday. 


The town was captured by rival factions in a bloody 
battle last September while the National Patriotic Front 
(NPFL) leader was in Ghana for peace talks. According 
to UN sources, civiliaas have not yet moved back into 
the town which is “heavily guarded” by Taylor loyalists, 
but they confirmed the warlord’s forces now control the 
whole of it. 


Taylor has claimed since mid-December to have recap- 
tured Gbarnga, 160 kilometres (100 miles) north-east of 
the capital. However, Liberian refugees in neighbouring 
Ivory Coast told AFP Thursday Taylor had regained 
total control only in the last few days, after a “surprise 
attack” on United Liberation Movement (Ulimo) posi- 
tions. 


Ulimo chairman Alhaji Kromah on Monday accused 
Taylor of breaching a ceasefire agreed by all seven armed 
factions, which came into effect on December 28. 


According to an NPFL representative in Liberia’s 
interim parliament, Teah Farcarthy, over 5,000 NPFL 
fighters fought for two weeks over the town in 
December, winning back control of four strategic routes 
out of the town and “totally encircling the enemy 
forces.” 
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The NPFL also claims to have retaken a hospital at 
Phebe, 10 kilometres (six miles) south of the city, where 
thousands of civilians took refuge in September, when a 
temporary alliance of rival armed groups took advantage 
of Taylor's absence to sack the town. 


In an interview published Thursday in a factional news- 
sheet the NPFL leader announced the “executions” of 
six close associates who he claimed “betrayed” him 
during September’s fighting. 


Gbarnga was largely destroyed in the bloody battle and 
although no reliable casualty figure has been established, 
fleeing civilians reported large numbers of civilian 
deaths. 


Taylor ignited the five-year-old war with a rebellion 
against the regime of former president Samuel Doe on 
December 24, 1989. Doe was tortured to death nine 
months later in Monrovia but his Krahn ethnic group 
continues to dominate several factions. 


Mali 


Prime Minister Comments on Tuareg Issue 


LD2912162894 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1230 GMT 29 Dec 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] Our guest today is the Malian 
prime minister. Ibrahim Keita has just ended a visit to 
Paris. A few days ago the Malian head of state 
announced that a roundtable discussion will be held soon 
on the Tuareg revolt in the north of the country. So 
where and when will this meeting take place? That is the 
first question that Muriel Pomponne asked Ibrahim 
Keita: 


[Begin recording] [Keita] For us the solution lies in an 
application [words indistinct] the agreement on the 
National Pact. Now we just want to help get this imple- 
mented in a way that leave everyone happy, and the first 
aim of this discussion, or this forum, to which more or 
less everyone will be invited, will be to bring about a 
return of confidence in the country, so that the sons of 
Mali, north and south, can meet again, so that none of us 
(?have the chance) to be all alone in our corner. And the 
aim of this conference, first and foremost, will be to 
secure much greater involvement from civil society, in 
particular from our notables, our elders, the ulema, and 
others too, who can say what the future path is for the 
cohabitation of the communities. 


[Pomponne] Civil society then; and apart from them, 
who else will be at this meeting? 


[Keita] Everyone will be there. I see what you are getting 
at. Obviously our brothers from the United Movements 
and Fronts of Azawad [MFUA] will be there as long as 
they want to be, and I think they will want to be. 


[Pomponne] You'll invite everyone? 
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[Keita] Of course, of course. If there are people who have 
placed themselves object!vely outside the Malian nation 
today, then obviously they will not be invited. If you 
yourself declare that you do not belong to the Malian 
nation, we aren't going to come and look for you in your 
hideout. If you are scornful and condescending when you 
speak to Mali, with completely misplaced arrogance, 
then obviously Mali will draw the appropriate conclu- 
sion, and it has done so. 


If you are talking about Mr. Zahabi [of the Arab Islamic 
Front of Azawad—FIAA], obviously he will not be there. 


[Pomponne] He will not be invited? 
[Keita] Certainly not. 


[Pomponne] And other representatives of the FIAA 
might be there? 


[Keita] If that 1s what they want, they will be very 
welcome. 


{[Pomponne] One of the components of Malian society 
felt it had been left out when the National Pact was 
signed. | am thinking of the Songhai community. Will 
they be there, will they be represented? 


{Keita} A lot of things have been said about this. People 
have said: You are favoring the Tuareg, you have made 
a pact to fit only one component of the nation. That is 
false. The National Pact applies to the whole of northern 
Mali. It has a very clear and precise aim of restoring 
peace. All conditions that would favor pacification were 
taken into account by the National Pact. I repeat that the 
Pact as such did not exclude anyone. 


I note that in the various negotiations that (?took place) 
as the Pact was implemented, many of those who today 
[words indistinct] the sidelining of this or that commu- 
nity were there. So this is really a false accusation. 


It 1s true—I think it 1s honest to admit it—that particular 
emphasis was certainly placed on the (?suppression) of 
those who were demobilized—voluntarily, inciden- 
tally—who (had laid down their arms) [words indis- 
tinct]. (?We said) yes, conditions have changed, the Pact 
is there, there is democracy in the country. We are 
coming today, with all our brothers, to open a new era. 
We have always said that this must not be disapp™ = -d, 
and that Mali as a whole should act so that pr ple 
themselves feel more and more Malian every day, and 
are regarded as such, at the same level as all the other 
members of the nation. It is also true that the situation of 
those former rebels who are in the bases with their 
weapons has to be considered. The problem of integra- 
tion is not a gift to be given to anyone who asks for it. But 
you have young people there, dozens of them, hundreds 
even, who, since they have agreed to join in this national 
affair, in the Pact—ways have to be found to reintegrate 
them, whether as part of the uniformed corps of the 
nation, or whether we create social and economic oppor- 
tunities for them. That is a matter of simple intelligence 
in national politics. 
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[Pomponne] The president has stressed several times 
that the Malian army must not get involved in politics. 
What role do you think the Malian army should play? 


[Keita] First, it does not play at politics. I can tell you 
that. We are the ones who are involved in politics. The 
Malian army has the same role as any army in a 
democratic regime, to guarantee external security, to see 
that the integrity of the national territory is preserved, 
and also within it, using its own methods, to ensure that 
every Malian citizen can come and go, and that each 
national component in Mali can live in peace and calm, 
in security, and if possible fraternally in their territory. 
That 1s the army’s role. 


[Pomponne] And that is the role being played by the 
Malian army now? 


[Keita] It is the role we are trying to get it to play. 


{[Pomponne] Is that why there have been changes at the 
head of the general staff recently? 


[Keita] You know the general staff changes in every 
country of the world, as the cabinet of ministers changes. 
That's for sure. The current government, the prime 
minister you are looking at now, is not the same one that 
was there [word indistinct] President Konare. That 1s 
how things work. 


{[Pomponne] Would the prime minister | am looking at 
like to take th army in hand, perhaps? 


[Keita] Why not? He has the absolute right to do this. 
Not to take the army back in hand, but at least to see that 
here and there should be men he considers more appro- 
priate for the mission. Why not? 


{Pomponne] There was a need for this? 


[Keita] | have just reshuffled my government. I have 
acted so that the men I considered appropriate for this or 
that post were put into those posts. It is the same for the 
armed forces. [end recording] 


Nigeria 


7 Arrested for Murder of Israeli Envoy’s Wife 


ABOS0O1213695 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 1800 GMT 5 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Seven persons have been 
arrested by the Ondo State police command in connec- 
tion with the murder of an Israeli diplomat’s wife and for 
injuring two others on an Igare-Akure Road in Ondo 
State on Monday [2 January]. A police spokesman, Mr. 
Phillip Desam, said that a Finnish diplomat, Mr. Uri 
Liponen and his Israeli counterpart, Mr. David Arnon, 
with the wife, were on a sightseeing visit to (Redawa) 
Hills, when the Racer-Daewoo vehicle they were trav- 
eling in developed some engine problems. Mr. Desam 
said that the wife of the Israeli diplomat, Mrs. Shira 
Arnon, who was stabbed in the stomach, died at the State 
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Specialist Hospital in Akure. He said that the survivors els. For most of these people, the attackers might well 
told the police that the assailants did not demand for renegate soldiers engaged in freelance banditry. [end 
money or any other property, which suggested that the ording] 
men had other motives than robbery. Rebels Push Front ‘Periously Close to’ Freetown 
(80501192795 London BBC World Service in English 
Sierra Leone 1705 GMT § Jan 95 
[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 
Rebels Ambush Convoy, Kill 9 Near Kenema [FBIS Transcribed Text] Early this week, we were called 
ABO0S501123595 London BBC World Service in English 4B by a man claiming to be a rebel of Foday Sankoh’s 
0600 GMT 5 Jan 95 — . RUF [Revolutionary United Front] in Sierra Leone. The 


rebels mounted a fresh offensive just before Christmas, 

” —_— hitting towns such as Bo and Kenema in the southeast 
[From the “Network Africa” program] and (Fodegu) in the north. In spite of army successes, the 
[FBIS Transcribed Text] Details are emerging of yet rebels have kept coming back and our caller claims that 
another attack by rebels or bandits in Sierra Leone. In they pushed the frontline as far as (Masiaka), which 1s 
the latest incident, a convoy of five vehicles being perilously close to the capital, Freetown. Well, our cor- 
escorted by soldiers was ambushed near Kenema in the — respondent, Victor Silva, has been along there today to 
east of the country. As Lansana Fofana reports from _ see for himself and has just telexed us this report: 
Freetown, several civilians are reported to have been My visit to (Masiaka) showed ordinary townsfolk going 
killed and an expatriate worker remains missing. about their usual chores. Street trading and other eco- 
nomic activities were going on but behind it all are the 
very watchful and vigilant eves of the security forces 
backed up by townspeople. The paramount chief of the 
area told a group of journalists including myself that a 
new bond of cooperation between the Armed Forces and 
the people of (Masiaka) had really borne fruit. In just two 
days, he claimed, || infiltrating rebel suspects had been 
nabbed, eight of them only yesterday. In one instance, 
one man with a bag had been challenged as he tried to 
slip through the security cordon with other milling 
travelers. When searched, he was found to have an 
AK-47 on him, dismantled and put into a bag. He also 
had AK-47 magazines and a number of shotgun car- 
tridges. Two new combat tunics were also discovered. 
Describing the state of the corpses, the journalist who Another suspect had nearly 400 rounds of AK-47 bullets 
went to see them at the mortuary simply said, and I tucked into the false bottom of his suitcase. He ts said to 
quote, it was disgusting and unsightly, unquote. A Euro- have confessed that he had been sent on a reconnais- 
pean expatriate with the Kenema sawmill, who was — sance mission. 
believed to be in the convoy, is still reportedly missing = The paramount chief, Kompa Bomobole, told me that he 
and it is not exactly known whether he has been held as had received threatening letters from the RUF rebels, 
hostage by the attackers. Already, the rebels are holding saying that they were going to attack the town today. 
two British volunteers as hostages. Details emerging from those fleeing the recent attacks on 
areas around Foredugu and Lunsar say that the rebels 
had killed 16 people with some victims being hortbly 
mutilated. At a village called (Bismende). the rebels are 
said to have thrust up several of their victims, packed 
pieces of around them, and set them on fire. The cries of 
the victims are said to have been heard by fleeing 
Meanwhile, Army Chief of Staff Colonel Kelly Conteh, villagers miles away. Even as we prepared to leave we got 
last night admonished the civil population on national word that rebels had raided a cattle ranch at (Buya 
television to rally sehind the Army so as to bring the war Romande). killing as many cattle as they could. It would 
to an end. But not everyone seemed convinced as to seem that even the animals of Sierra Leone are no longer 
whether the people perpetrating the attacks are genuine safe. 


[Begin Folfana recording] According to sources at the 
Kenema Government Hospital, the bodies of nine 
civilian casualties were yesterday evening conveyed at 
the mortuary there. These were victims of this rebel 
ambush on a convoy of vehicles which was heading for 
Tongo Field. The vehicles were reportedly set ablaze and 
1 understand all victims were disemboweled and some 
parts of their bodies mutilated by the rebels. A journalist 
whom I spoke to on the telephone line to Kenema told 
me last night that the ambush took place between Mano 
Junction and Lago. | was told that Lago itself came under 
attack that same day and several residential houses were 
burned down. Lago is just about 30 km from Kenema. 


In Kenema itself, prices of basic goods in the market are 
said to be rising because of the vulnerability of the main 
highway. Business people are wary of traveling on the 
road and as such even petrol and diesel are now 1n short 
supply in the town. 
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